
Financially Speaking….. 
 From Tom Emigh 
 
Greetings, it will be so nice seeing everyone again as we wind down from the Corona Virus 
Pandemic Sheltering and begin moving towards ‘in-person’ church again!  During the shutdown, 
our church has been anything but idle.  We have been busy doing ministry in the Name of Our 
Lord; although in slightly different ways. 
 
I want to take a moment to thank all of you that have faithfully supported our church financially 
over these past few months; many have given sacrificially with very special gifts.  Jesus said; 
“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and 
running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured 
to you.” (Luke 6:38) The Apostle Paul reminds us; “Each of you should give what you have 
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.” (II Cor 9:7) These verses apply not only to our tithes and offerings, but with all our labors 
and prayers.  It is truly humbling to see how God is working through each of you! 
 
Our current financial position shows that our overall giving has been down approximately 
$10,000 each week of the shutdown. The church staff has made valiant efforts to trim all 
discretionary expenses and spending to help cover the shortfall.  However, many of our 
expenses are fixed monthly costs that cannot be trimmed.  Expenses like our building mortgage, 
utility bills, payroll expenses, Conference Apportionments, etc. cannot be reduced. 
 
However, here is some great news!  Thanks to God, our church through the unexpected 
blessing of being allowed to participate in the Federal Pandemic Relief Program received a large 
sum of money to help make up for the shortfall.  We were able to apply for and secure a 
‘forgivable loan’ under the Federal Small Business Administration’s Payroll Protection Plan.  This 
program allowed our church to maintain our most vital ministry outreaches, continue staff 
payroll payments, and avoid employee layoffs during the shutdown.  (Church employees are 
normally not eligible for Florida State Unemployment Insurance payments.)  We received a 
$213K ‘forgivable loan’ that has enabled us to keep on track financially despite the loss of funds 
resulting from the shutdown. 
 
So, what is the bottom line?  We are currently $20,196 under budget on expenses and, not 
counting the SBA Forgivable Loan proceeds, $87,561 under budget on giving.  Thankfully, 
because of your earlier generosity and faithfulness, giving was strong before the pandemic 
shutdown.   The ‘forgivable loan’ combined with the earlier reserves, we have been able to 
cover the $10,000 weekly shortfall since stopping public gatherings.  Prayerfully, we will soon 
be able to resume public worship and gatherings; thereby eliminating the need to draw any 
deeper upon our reserves. 
 
Please keep our church in your prayers.  We ask that you continue to give of your time, talents, 
and treasures.  God loves a cheerful heart; please give as the Lord lays it upon your heart. 


