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Pastor Charlie Rentz 

Scripture of 

the Month 

“So teach us to 

number our 

days, that we 

may apply our 

hearts unto 

wisdom.”  

Psalm 90:12 

 

As we arrive at the threshold of 2018, I must 
take a moment to reflect on the past month 
and also the past year. I trust you had a 
blessed Christmas Season. For me, this was 
the best Advent/Christmas in my ministry. 
The special music each week, the Cantata, 
The Contemporary Praise Team's Christmas 
Special, Amanda's Christmas Concert, The 
Sights and Sounds of Christmas, the 
wonderful music on Christmas Eve morning 
and at the Christmas Eve Candlelight was 
nothing less than incredible. Again, my 
thanks to Jeff Jordan and to all of our gifted 
musicians. My thanks and appreciation to 
everyone (laity and staff) who made 
Christmas so very special. Everyone who 
attended our many services were blessed 
beyond measure. 
 

2017 was another awesome year in the life of 
our church. We received 211 new members 
into our church family, and our attendance 
continues to set new records.  With each and 
every person who is part of the Body of 
Christ at UMCSCC, there is an individual 
Faith Story! God has chosen our church and 
our community to do some pretty amazing 
things. We continue to be "one congregation - 
two languages" as our Hispanic Congregation 
is also growing and expanding. Thanks and 
blessings to Pastora Yamiley and Pastor 
Roberto for your ministry among us. We also 
are able to boast of a dynamic program for 
both our Children and Youth. Thanks and 
blessings to Jeff and Susie Collins and their 
many volunteers. I also want to thank the 
other pastors, Pastor Sam, Pastor Ryan and 
Pastor Frank for their "partnership" in the 
Gospel, and for the ENTIRE staff of 
UMCSCC for their tireless work and for their 
commitment to Christ and his Kingdom 
through our church. And my gracious thanks 
to you, the CONGREGATION for a truly 
wonderful year. I am indebted to you for your 
ever present prayers, support and love. 
 

I am so excited about 2018 and what God has 

in store for us! On January 7th we will gather 
for worship with our usual schedule of          
8am-Contemporary, 9am-Traditional,              
10am-Contemporary, and 11am-Traditional. 
We will also be adding another opportunity 
for worship at 12:30pm.  This service will be 
Traditional in style with handbells, voices, 
and organ music. If you enjoy organ music, a 
new organist, Keith Rassmussen, will be 
joining our staff and playing for the 12:30pm 
service. Last year we were often at seating 
capacity during the winter months and 
parking is always at a premium (please read 
Jeff Jordan's newsletter article too which 
addresses this subject)  I pray, and trust that 
many of you will be led to attend this later 
service, which will help to free up some seats 
at the 9 and 11 services. Not enough seats and 
parking places? What an  incredible problem 
to have!!! The title of my sermon for January 
7th is "Don't Blink." I will not be talking 
about New Years "resolutions" but rather, 
New Years "solutions." I believe whatever 
the problem might be, the "solution" can be 
found in Jesus Christ!  
 

There is not a day that goes by that I don't 
thank God for this wonderful opportunity to 
serve as your senior pastor. I often tell people 
that I am busier than I have ever been in my 
entire ministry and I am having more fun than 
I have ever had in my entire ministry. What 
an exciting time to be at UMCSCC and 
witness God's Kingdom happening in our 
midst. As awesome as the past 3 1/2 years 
have been, I believe that the best is yet to 
come! I have no doubt that God has special 
plans for us at UMCSCC in 2018 as we all 
continue to grow daily in our journey of 
Faith! May the hand of God and the light of 
Jesus be upon us as we move into this brand 
new year.  
 

love and prayers, 
 

Pastor Charlie 



We have big ideas and exciting plans as we step into the 
New Year. We have expanded from one small group last 
March to five groups. We have a monthly gathering where 
our groups can bring their families together and realize the 
bigger reality of life together. We hope to start our regular 
worship services in time for this summer and we are 
excited about the community and mission connections we 
are making. 
 
We will move through the year with three themes: 
Resurrection, Revolution, and Restoration. Each theme 
will conclude with a family festival for Easter, Back to 
School, and Christmas. This increased activity means we 
will be needing some help. If the Lord is tugging your 
heart to get involved, contact me through the church office 
and let me know how you can help. We have a line in the 
church revenue and expenses. If you feel led to give a 
donation in addition to your regular support of the 
church’s ministries, just write “RiverTree” on the memo 
line.  
  
What we need most of all is your prayers and your 
enthusiasm. Talk about RiverTree to your family and 
friends. Mention us in your regular time of prayer. May the 
Lord grant us wisdom and boldness. Thank you for your 
support and for your love. 

Ryans 
Ramblings 
The fog this morning was 
like the heavy sweaters 
my mother made me wear 
in middle school: the fog 
wasn’t itchy, but it was 
thick and confining. It is 
unsettling to not see 
much beyond my 
immediate surroundings. 
If I let my mind wander 
off, it comes back with 
weird ideas of a world 
disappeared, or a lurking 
monster in the mist. I like 
the fog, but it makes me 
uncomfortable. 
We cannot tell what’s 

coming when the fog 
rolls in thick. Driving in 
it is especially risky. Go 
too slow and people will 
run up on you from 
behind. Go too fast and 
you run up on someone 
from behind. There is not 
much we can do to 
improve our sight. We 
turn on our lights and tap 
the brakes, not to see, 
rather to be seen. 
 

The future is always 
foggy. We can only see 
our immediate 
circumstances with any 

real clarity. What is 
behind and in front fades 
with the distance. Jesus 
has told us, “Be 
encouraged! I have 
conquered the world.” 
This helps us not worry 
about the indistinct 
outlines of our future. 
And so we turn our lights 
on so that world sees us, 
because as they look at 
us, they see Christ. 
 

What will 2018 bring? 
Peace? War? Prosperity? 
Want? Life? Death? 
Growth? Decline? Yes. 
In all that and everything 
else, we will continue as 
we always have, to face 
the future unafraid. Let 
Jesus Christ, the Light of 
the world, shine through 
us. Let Christ be our 
Way!  

News from 
Rivertree 



Announcements 
TIMELY TREASURES IS COMING! 

 It's not too early to start marking your calendars 
for our annual Timely Treasures sale on March 9 
and 10, 2018. 

 We will need a multitude of heavenly volunteers 
to get everything out of storage and set up in the 
LEC starting on Monday afternoon, March 5.  If 
you're interested, sign up in the church office or 
send an email to holliefox@tampabay.rr.com with 
your name, phone number and when and where 
you would like to volunteer. 

 Once we catch our collective breath after the 
holidays, we will be ready to start collecting your 
Timely Treasures.  Watch for the announcements 
on Sunday mornings about when the Donation 
Station will be open. 

CAMPAIGN AGAINST HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING ANNUAL EVENT 

Each year the Campaign Against Human Trafficking 
invites the public to see a movie that focuses on the 
worldwide problem of human trafficking.  The movie 
is shown in January which is national Human 
Trafficking Awareness month in the U.S.  This year’s 
Movie is “Stolen From the Suburbs” and will be shown 
on Monday, January 15, 1pm, in the Florida Room of 
the Sun City Center Atrium building.   
 

“Stolen From the Suburbs” depicts the horrors of 
young teenagers trapped in the barbarity of human 
trafficking. In the movie a distraught mother teams up 
with a human trafficking survivor to search for and 
rescue her kidnapped daughter before traffickers sell 
the girl on the international market.  The movie helps 
us to recognize the efforts made by the traffickers to 
find their next victims and that many of those victims 
are our neighbors.   
 

This is a FREE event.  The public is invited and there 
is no need to RSVP.  For more information, contact 
813-603-3100, visit www.SCCBlueHeart.org, or Annie 
Garrison at anngarrison66@gmail.com.  
 

CAHT general meetings are held monthly on the third 
Monday of the month and are open to the public. 

Holy Land Trip 2018 
There has been an incredible response to the upcoming Holy Land Pilgrimage led by Marcia, Jeff and Amanda 
Jordan and me this coming October. We have filled a bus with 41 people registered. I have had a number of people 
ask about going who have waited to register but still hope to go. Right now, you still have the opportunity to register 
as a “standby” passenger if someone should cancel.  
 

Since we are continuing to have a great response, we are seriously considering adding another bus which Pastor 
Sam and Pat would captain and lead. The second bus would travel with the first bus and we would stay, eat, worship 
and tour all sites together as one group. This, of course, would depend on whether or not we have enough interest 
for a second bus. If you still have an interest in going on this trip, please contact me, Pastor Sam or Jeff Jordan and 
let us know and we can assist you in getting registered.  
Being able to take people to the Holy Land and on the Journey’s of Paul has been a highlight of my ministry and my 
life. I am in the process of planning several more trips in the coming years: 
 

2019 – Journey’s Of Paul Cruise 
2020 – Oberammergau Passion Play (Alpine/Danube/Reformation/European Capitols/Switzerland/ 
            Italy or Holy Land options with the Oberammergau Trip. The Passion Play is done every 10 years 
2021 – Return to the Holy Land (my 10th trip and the 50th Anniversary of my first trip) 
 
Pastor Charlie 

BOX CLASS COMING UP 

Learn how to make small, cute boxes out of those 
old cards your friends have sent you.  The 
bookstore has great small things you can fill them 
with to give a special gift to someone for birthdays, 
Valentine’s day, or just because!  Sign up in the 
office, supplies will be provided. 
January 17th - 1PM 

mailto:holliefox@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:anngarrison66@gmail.com


TGIV EVENTS 

January Movie 
FREE 
  January 12th 
  2:30PM & 6:30PM 

In a racially divided town, coach Jones 

(Ed Harris) spots a mentally disabled 

African-American student named 

Radio (Cuba Gooding Jr.) near his 

practice field and is inspired to 

befriend him. Soon, Radio is Jones' 

loyal assistant, and principal Daniels 

(Alfred Woodard) happily notes that 

Radio's self-confidence is skyrocketing. 

But things start to sour when Jones 

begins taking guff from fans who feel 

that his devotion to Radio is getting in 

the way of the team's quest for a 

championship.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Kramers 

Southern Gospel Trio 
January 5th - 7PM 

$10 at the door 
The Kramers are a national and international Gospel 
music family recording artists with Electric Station 
Records label group. They have shared the concert 
stage with many artists, including Larry Gatlin, Jeff 
and Sheri Easter, Russ Taff, Tanya Goodman, Oak 

Ridge Boys founder, Willie Wynn and many others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Eirinn Abu 
Soprano Saxaphone 
January 19th - 7PM 

$10 at the door 
Eirinn Abu is a richly gifted soprano saxophone artist 

in the mold of Kenny G. Yet, make no mistake, 
Eirinn Abu has his own style, and endeavors to touch 

people’s souls with his inspirational music.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John & Kate Denner 
Gospel and more! 

January 26th - 7PM 
$10 at the door 

Together, John and Kate have travelled around the 
world, playing and singing music for God’s praise, 
and ministering to audiences everywhere, winning 

souls for Christ along the way. As part of their 
ministry, John earned the “Favorite Instrumentalist”  

Award at the 2016 Indiana State Gospel Music 
Convention.  



From the 
Director of Worship Arts 

I’d like to begin by wishing you a happy, prosperous 

and very blessed New Year!  Before jumping into 

that New Year, however, let me look back for just a 

moment and express my thanks to everyone for 

supporting the Worship Arts events in December, 

especially our annual traditional Christmas cantata 

that was entitled A Celebration of Carols, our first 

ever ‘contemporary service cantata’ that was called A 

Sacred Sleigh Ride and, of course, the ever-popular 

Sights & Sounds of Christmas that, once again, 

gave the larger community a taste of the many and 

varied things happening at our rapidly growing 

Church!  That growth was evidenced on December 

10th when almost 1400 parishioners attended the 

traditional cantata services, and the contemporary 

cantata the following week had similar space 

challenges.  What does this mean for our Church 

family in terms of corporate Sunday worship?   
 

Pastor Charlie and the staff have given MUCH 

thought and prayer to this [most excellent] challenge, 

and it has been decided that we’ll add another Sunday 

service, at least through the peak ‘season’.  The new 

service will be traditional in style.  It will begin at 

12:30PM, and the start date is January 7th. Just like 

we do in the morning services, the Worship Arts 

Ministry is planning to fill this new service with the 

sounds of voices, handbells and organ as well as 

other instruments. And speaking of organ, our fine 

organist, Val, will be ‘handing off the baton’ to our 

new and other fine organist, Keith, to lead from the 

‘king of instruments’ at 12:30PM. Our hope and 

prayer is that some of you folks who attend the 9AM 

service or especially the 11AM service will consider 

joining us a bit later to relieve some of the 

overcrowding we’re experiencing at those morning 

times.  If you’re not a ‘morning person” or if you’d 

like to spend the morning elsewhere (having a grand 

breakfast or brunch, perhaps?),  this service would be  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERFECT for you.  As you prayerfully consider 

attending this early afternoon service, please be 

reminded of our raison d’etre, that is, what we as a 

church are ‘commissioned’ to do for the Kingdom.  

When we turn new folks away from our morning 

services because of lack of parking spots or absence 

of seats in the sanctuary (and this DOES happen 

almost every week), we may be depriving a soul from 

meeting and embracing the One we serve.  It is our 

responsibility, in fact, our privilege to open our hearts 

AND our doors to those seeking a relationship with 

Christ.  Think about the person who, after much 

anxious thought, has finally decided that she is ready 

to ‘try church again’, or the husband who finally, 

after months or years of being cajoled by his wife to 

accompany her to church, has finally given in only to 

find that there’s ‘no room at the inn’. How can WE 

help this to happen?  Let’s make room right here on 

the edge of Sun City Center to grow his Kingdom by 

making room for Believers, new and old.  May God 

bless our efforts! 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 

 

jeff 



Mission of the Month 

CAHT is a nonprofit all-volunteer organization 
offering funding and services throughout the tri-
county area.  Through donations, we fund safe 
houses and rehab centers for rescued victims of 
sex trafficking as well as prevention programs for 
children and young adults who are in peril of 
becoming victims.  CAHT also donates basic living 
supplies and education materials to law 
enforcement and schools. 
 
Last year we donated to over 13 different 
nonprofits and organizations that are on the front 
line in rescuing victims, providing safe homes and 
rehabilitation services.  We partner to give each 
survivor back their voice and freedom!  Below 
are two testimonies from survivors that your 
generosity has helped. 
 
"The first week of living in my own apartment is 
over. What an exciting week it has been, with the 
moving of things and the hanging of pictures and 
the moments of quietness. My son is living with 
me now for the first time in ten years!!! We went 
to church today and I looked over at him and he 
was stomping his feet and clapping and praising 
the Lord. What a heartfelt moment in my new life. 
Today I am a new woman. I love all of you and 
can’t wait to be a part of you on the other side; to 
pay it forward and love others…that's the 
mission." 
- Survivor 
 
I am getting adjusted to the beginning of my 
journey. Eliminating unhealthy characteristics 
and replacing it with life skills.  I am working on 
who I want to become. Learning that my past does 
not define nor disable me from becoming a happy 
and healthy woman of society. It's a vast 
difference of what I'm used to, but it's a lot 
happier and far better than I could've imagined. 
I've truly been blessed with this opportunity to 
become who I want to be. With the support and 
ability to learn new tools in a healthy community 

that can build me and working on getting through 
the inner turmoil of my past so I can finally be free 
from it." 
-Survivor 
 
What is Human Trafficking? 
•  It is a 21st century form of human slavery  
•  It is when traffickers use force, fraud, or 
coercion to control other people for the purpose 
of engaging in commercial sex or forcing them to 
provide labor services against their will. 
•  It is a multi-billion dollar business based on 
supply and demand. 
 
 The generous support of the United Methodist 
Church of Sun City Center helps us to continue 
with our work.  The next time you hear of a child 
or adult being rescued you can share in the pride 
that you have helped with that rescue.  The 
Campaign Against Human Trafficking – 
SouthShore thanks you many times over!  We also 
thank you for allowing us to hold our monthly 
general meetings in your church.  These free 
meetings with a relevant speaker are held on the 
third Monday of the month at 1:00p and everyone 
is welcome to attend.   

Campaign Against Human Trafficking 



Knit-a-square 
Our group is an affiliate of the international 
Knit-A-Square Organization, and our primary 
focus is contributing to the needs of the parent 
organization. Our squares, hats, scarves, 
gloves & hand warmers, sweaters, vests, and 
crochet or knit toys are sent to Africa to the 
main distribution center. Squares are made 
into blankets for the children, sometimes by 
prison inmates, and ready made items are 
distributed as needed. The mission of the 
parent organization is summarized on their 
website as follows: It is estimated that there 
are 14.8 million orphans in sub-Saharan 
Africa. 1.9 million live in South Africa. Many 
of these children are AIDS orphans or have 
been abandoned. Many live in great poverty in 
informal settlements. Some head up families 
of their siblings together with other children. 
Some live alone, without shelter, in hills and 
dumps around the cities.  Together, we work 
hard to help warm and comfort the children.  
In addition to the KAS contributions, we also 
are available to knit or crochet for other needy 
causes within our community, or the needs of 
the Mission Group of the church. To date, we 
have made hats, gloves, scarves for the 
Salvation Army Stockings; hats and scarves 
for the local Seaman’s center; blankets for 
Mission trips; lap robes and hats for Hospice 
and L/T Care Facilities; and hats for the 
homeless. 
Yarn donations are always greatly 
appreciated. We generally use acrylic, four 
ply yarn in any color or multi-color. 
Our group is welcoming to any and all 
interested in joining us. Your skill level is not 
critical. Current members range from new 
knitters and crocheters up to highly skilled 
needle crafters. We currently have 27 active 
members. If you wish to join us for fellowship 
and contribute to a very worthy cause, 
please join us in room 30 on Friday 
mornings from 10 to noon. 

2018 Supported 
Missions 
After prayerfully reviewing and considering 
all applications submitted for Mission of the 
Month for 2018, the Mission Team has 
selected the following: 

January – Sun City Center Campaign Against                
       Human Trafficking 

February – Our Cuba Sister Church, San  
         Luis United Methodist Church 

March – Southeast Asian Relief Inc. and   
     International Missions  

April – SCCUMC Children’s Ministry 

May – SCCUMC Under the Cross Youth 
 Ministry 

June – Christmas in July 

July – Watoto children’s home in Bbira  
 Village, Uganda 

August – Anchor House Inc. 

September – Alzheimer’s Association 

October – SCCUMC Disaster Relief Team 

November – Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 

December – TiAnViCa Riding Academy and 
          Hope Fund 

 

Your Mission Team is made up of 
knowledgeable and enthusiastic individuals 
with a heart and passion for missions, both 
local and international. They come together to 
fulfill the Team’s Mission Statement of 
“Sharing Jesus’ love worldwide through 
spiritual, educational, physical, and financial 
support to empower change”. The Team 
would like to thank the congregation for 
continued support. 

Judy Maynard, Mission Team Coach 



Weekly Sunday 
School Classes   

All are welcome to join 
 

8:30 - 9:30 AM,  
Son Catchers Room 9,             
facilitated by Luke and 

Jeanne Lloyd.   
 
 

9:30 - 10:30 AM,  
Good News Class 

Room 11,  
studying Books of the  

Bible.  
 
 

10:00 AM - 10:50 AM   
“Your Turn”   

Room 19,           
facilitated by  

Kit & Sharon Carson.  
 
 
 

10:15-11:30 AM,  
Disciples Class Room 30, 

facilitated by Elaine Moore 
and Jackie Parker.  

Presently studying “The 
Life You Always Wanted”.  

 
 

11:00 - Noon,   
Oasis Class  Room 11,            

facilitated by Tom  
Montgomery.  

 Announcements 

“Balance, Strength and Flexibility” 
presented by our Health Ministry 
 

January 23rd at 10:00AM 
 

Fitness Director at Kings Point, Jennifer Yurcus, leads the talk with 
calorie burning moves to get back into shape. Wear comfortable 
clothes. 

 

“Moffitt’s Clinical Trial Offerings” 
presented by our Health Ministry 
 

February 6th at 10:00AM 
 

Educator and researcher Vivian Stefonies describes new clinical  tri-
als to help you understand how the process works. 

January Church Dinner 
The dinner is January 9th starting at 5:30PM.  They will be offering 

nursery and free dinner for children who attend. Tickets are on sale 

now! After-dinner entertainment will be presented by pianist Tommy 

Johnson. You can also come just for the entertainment at 6:15PM in the 

sanctuary for just $5 at the door. 

Menu: center cut pork chop/gravy, baked potato, apple sauce, veggies, 

salad, rolls and dessert 

New Member Classes  
coming in January 
 

New Member Classes! 
January 25, February 1,8, and 15th at 6:00 p.m. in the LEC.  The 
last class in this series (February 15th) will begin at 5:30PM and 
includes a free welcome dinner and a ministry fair to help you get 
involved!  Questions?  Contact Debbie Gross 
debbie@sccumc.com  
813-634-2539 X106 



A Few Thank Yous! 
Thank you for all who purchased kids things 

and filled the Salvation Army stockings with 

love. Our stocking sorters spent many hours 

and did a marvelous job. A special thanks goes 

to Knit-a-Squares for the beautiful hats, hand 

warmers, and scarves they made. They also 

made a pair of slippers and Amanda’s Little 

Buddies. A HUGE thank you to Earl Gall and 

Mike Fox for transporting them to Tampa! 

May God bless the children who received these 

Salvation Army Stockings!  

Thank you to Sally Dittman, Pat Hill and my 
granddaughter Emily Black for helping sign up ringers and 
anyone else I may not have known about.  To Ted Kulinna 
for helping ring last minute and for setting up & taking 
down the kettle when I was North for Christmas.  Thank 
you to the six “Joy Belles” who rang Christmas songs at 
Publix for 2 hours straight!  To my husband, David for 
helping set up & take down the kettle when I was busy 
somewhere else within the church.  You are all special and 
appreciated!! 
  

To all of you “Thank You” for ringing the bell, 
dropping money in the kettle or putting your check in the 
collection plate marked “Salvation Army”.   Because of 
your generous and selfless support we will once again be 
helping those in need within the community.  We could not 
do this task without you.   
  

The Salvation Arm will be able to meet the basic needs of 
struggling and homeless men, women and children every 
day of the year. You can be confident that your gift has 
remained within the Hillsborough County. 
 

The total amount we raised will not be completely tallied 
until the February newsletter.  Please continue to support 
this once a year fund raiser for the Army to help those less 
fortunate.  Bell ringers can tell you that the true meaning of 
Christmas is helping those who go without.  The ringers 
hear story after story of how the Salvation Army has 
helped someone when they were down and out.  These 
wonderful stories are heart warming and that’s what we are 
all about, helping others. 
 

Happy bell ringing and God Bless.  
Karen Ransbury kettle co-coordinator. 

Huge Thank You-Pew Attendance 
Glory be to God! Our growth at UMCSCC has been amazing and keeping up with our active congregation has 
been a challenge!   We have studied and feel we have finally developed a routine to provide our new people 
with the information they need and keep better records of Sunday attendance.   As you know we rolled out new 
pew attendance folders for guests and members to record your attendance and information.   Unlike the 
previous attendance pads, the lines on these are easier to write on, and on the left side have a beautiful folder 
for all new attendees to take home and find out a little bit more about us, cards to find out more about serving, 
prayer requests, and visitation requests .  We have been sending out between 60-70 welcome letters weekly the 
last 2 weeks for those that were first time visitors and those we did not get a chance to welcome before.   

We have also increased our email database by 476 new email contacts!  These are huge increases for the Lord’s 
work!  We can now email events, announcements, prayer request, etc. to 476 more people! 

Our hearts are so full as we write this little blurb for you!  Pastor Charlie says, Thank you, Thank you for 
passing that folder!!!! 

Debbie Gross, Membership 



Kanozas’ Kamper Kapers 

For those of you who don’t know, Bruce and               
Barbara Kanoza have gone RV crazy!  In August 
2016 we bought a 22’ Class B with no slides.  In the 
excitement of the purchase of our very first RV, we 
said “Oh, this is all we need.”  We named it Harvey 
the RV and happily went out on a trial run and a 
couple of weeks later went out for four days with 
our Winnebago group, the Caloosa Winnies.  It took 
just those two short trips to realize that there was no 
way we could comfortably drive around the country 
in such a small, confined space.   

So Harvey 1 was traded in on a 30’ Class A with a 
full wall slide.  Unfortunately, we apparently           
purchased the Winnebago 2017 lemon.  It was in 
the shop more than it was on the road.  Our first 
long trip of three months included participation in 
the Winnebago Grand National Rally in Forest City, 
Iowa.  While there, Harvey 2 was traded in on a 
new 36’ Class A diesel.   

Harvey 3 has been with us for five months and so 
far all is well!  We left Sun City Center a few days 
ahead of Hurricane Irma with the ultimate                      
destination of Albuquerque and the Hot Air Balloon 
Fiesta.  Hurricane evacuation made our first stop 
just over the Georgia border an 8.5 hour trip.  But 
that’s the fun of an RV – if you’re stuck in traffic, 
you can have something to eat or drink or use the 
bathroom and not leave your vehicle!  Friends from 
the Caloosa Winnies were also at that park and we 
learned that many of our group were spending the 
summer at Bald Mountain Camping Resort in     
Georgia near the border of Tennessee.  We were 
lucky enough to get a reservation and joined our 
friends there for a week.  It was such a beautiful 
area in the mountains that we are already reserved 
for the month of July 2018.   

From there we started our kaper west going through 
many towns and several states.  A major stop on the 
way was Oklahoma City and a visit to the                

Oklahoma City         
Memorial.  What a 
heartbreaking site!  
Rows of chairs with 
the victims’ names and 
small chairs for each 
child, set between two 
walls with the times of 
9:01 and 9:03.  (The 
bombing took place at 
9:02a.)  The museum 
had a very detailed 
account of everything 
that happened that day 
and everything about 
the bomber and his 
cohorts.  You even sat in a room representing a        
recorded meeting that was in session at the time and 
actually hear the explosion happen.  It was very 
chilling. 

Then, finally, Albuquerque, NM and we arrived 
there on October 5.  We joined almost 50 other 
Winnebagos for a nine day adventure at the Hot Air 
Balloon Fiesta.  We were parked just three rows 
back, across the street from the balloon area.  Early 
every morning we took our chairs and coffee (and 
warm jackets, gloves, and hats!), and thrilled to the 
sight of the balloons firing up, taking off and float-
ing over us.  We never tired of it and each day we 
were like little kids in our excitement.  Bruce was 
even able to assist a balloon pilot who landed his 
balloon right in front of our coach!  In the evening 
we could go to the balloon field to get up close and 
personal with the balloons and their pilots.  Then, as 
it got darker, the balloons would inflate and on a 3-
2-1 count, they would all light up there on the 
ground.  BEAUTIFUL!    We were very sad when 
this part of our kaper came to an end and vowed to 
go back again as soon as we could. 

Our next stop was Waco, Texas.  You HGTV fans 
will understand why we had to stop here – the  
Magnolia store and Silo bakery of Chip and Joanna 
Gaines from Fixer Upper!  As soon as we were set 
up on the first day we headed over there.  As ex-
pected, Joanna and Chip thought of everything for 
their  complex.  Shoppers were delighted with the 
Magnolia Store filled with Joanna Gaines’ style  
accessories and even a  corner for the men reflec-
tive of Chip – tools, ball caps, Demo Day t-shirts, 
etc.  Outside was a play area for kids (and adults) 
with balls, games and bean bag chairs.  One side of 
the property was a seed and garden area playing 



Kapers Continued... 
Christian music.  On the perimeter were food 
trucks.  These weren’t your ordinary food trucks.  
They were gourmet trucks with mouth-watering 
choices.  And, of course, on the corner was the 
Silo Bakery.  It’s open from 7a to 6:30p and at 
all times there is a line down the block waiting to 
get in!  But even this has been worked out care-
fully.  While standing in line you are given an 
order card so that you can make your selection in 
advance.  You give your card to the cashier in-
side, she rings you up and by the time you get to 
the end of the counter your order is boxed and 
waiting for you.   We happily left the bakery 
with four cupcakes, four cookies and two              
cinnamon rolls.  All for only $33!!  Was it worth 
it?  Yes!  Would we go back?  Yes!  Oh, we also 
visited the Dr. Pepper Museum, the Texas      
Ranger Museum and a Columbian Mammoth 
dig.  All were very interesting and informative. 

 From Texas we made our way to New Orleans 
to visit our two favorite Naw’leens places:    
Central Grocery for a Muffuletta sandwich and 
Café du Monde for beignets.  This time we          
added two tourist stops to our visit.  One was the 
warehouse where Mardi Gras floats are stored, 
built and refurbished.  I kept thinking it would be 

a terrific venue for a nighttime party with low         
lighting.  Like something from a Stephen King              
novel.  The second place was the World War II             
Museum.  We learned so much there and highly              
recommend it if you are in New Orleans. 

From New Orleans, we stopped in Panama City for a 
few days, then made our way around Florida.  Our 
Florida stops included Cedar Key, Beverly Hills, 
Arcadia and Okeechobee.  We have so enjoyed our 
2017 RV kapers and thoroughly enjoyed visiting 
other churches and being able to tell you about them 
in our “Church On The Road” articles.   There are so 
many more sights and tales to tell about our kaper 
that it would fill the entire newsletter plus.   Our next 
long trip may be the “Grand Circle Caravan”, a             
30-day tour of America’s national parks in Utah,    
Arizona and Colorado.  If we tag this on to our 
month in Georgia, it will be another 3-4 month           
adventure.   So look for our 2018 “Church On The 
Road” articles and another kaper report next year! 

Operation Updates 
As I wind down my first three months at the United Methodist Church of Sun City Center, I 
want to say thank you for all of the support and encouragement I have received in getting to 
know this amazing “community” church.  As we move into 2018 I wanted to update you on a 
few things: 

We have been in the process of developing and adjusting office space.  With the addition of 
staff members and developing roles for an active and growing congregation, spaces have been 
renewed, adjusted and spruced.  Thank you to everyone who has assisted in the 
transitions.  From paint rollers to shelf builders, your help is invaluable.   
 

Our security and safety plans continue to develop as we carefully address the needs of 
UMCSCC.  From Hillsborough County deputy presence during worship on Sunday, to 
additional monitors during the week, we continue to evaluate and plan for our safety needs.  In 
addition, teams are addressing a medical response protocol for our church. During the month 
of January we will be finalizing our next steps and begin the process of informing the 

congregation of the safety and security plan.  Thank you to everyone who has already volunteered and to the 
committees that are already involved and will be involved in this planning. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns about the operations of UMCSCC, I am available during the normal business 
hours of the church, Monday-Friday.  You can also reach me at mark@sccumc.com or extension 203. 
 

See you soon and serving faithfully, 
Mark Mangum 
Executive Director of Operations 

mailto:mark@sccumc.com


Hispanic 
Happenings 
Little Harbor Beach Baptism 

A Baptismal celebration was held at the Little 
Harbor Beach in Ruskin, FL.  November 4th, 
2017.  Eight brothers in Christ went to the 
Ruskin beach waters to be baptized.  As the 
sun was overhead and extremely warm Rev. 
Chaple led the service with songs and 
acknowledged those who, by their testimony 
were key in leading those to Christ.  Everyone 
who was baptized testified they came to Christ 
by a relative or a friend.  The most impressive 
testimony was of parents testifying they came 
to the Lord by means of their children instead 
of the other way around.   As this article was 
written the author remembered that as parents 
we were touched by our children who were 
attending a Methodist Church in Lawrence, 
Massachusetts and since then we have 
faithfully served our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Family and friends were by the shore praising 
God and cheering for their loved ones as they 
descended into the water to be baptized.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception of new members 

Thirteen new members were accepted into our 
church.  They promised to live a holy life and 
as faithful followers of Christ, to contribute to 
the peace, prosperity and unity of the church. 
Already some of these members are serving in 
our church as Ushers, Choir members and 
Teachers in the children ministry. 

 

Thanksgiving Celebration 

Thanksgiving celebration was an enjoyable 
event as everyone attended church service to 
give Thanks to our God for his provisions.  We 
gathered to celebrate and praise God for all His 
blessings, good health, employment and all 
His provisions in 2017.  As we took part in the 
Thanksgiving meal, we were able to talk about 
family and work issues.  It is a moment to 
spend time with our loved ones and friends.  It 
was so nice to see everyone and their families 
talking and sharing the Thanksgiving meal. 



Announcements 
The Disciples Class is open to anyone who 
would like to participate in an adult 
discussion/Bible study class on Sunday 
mornings immediately following the 9 am 
traditional service.  We have 30 minutes of 
fellowship before the study begins at 10:30 
and ends at 11:30.  Please feel free to give us 
a try.  There are many adult classes and you 
are welcome to try all of them to see what fits 
your schedule. 

On January 14, we will begin a new study on 
the book of Ephesians:  Max Lucado's "Life 
Lessons".   

In the book of Ephesians, Paul reminds us that 
Jesus longs for the day He will be united with 
the church...his bride in all her beauty.  Paul's 
letter celebrates the beauty of the 
church.  Ephesians gives us wonderful 
examples and basic overviews of a Christian 
Life.  Paul shows us how to walk worthy of 
Christ as we live our life for God.  Paul's 
focus on the beauty of the church reminds us 
that through salvation we become a part of 
God's family: a place where we can 
experience true belonging. 

If you have any questions, call Elaine Moore 
813-634-4550 for more information. 

Happy and blessed New Year to all! 

 

 

First In….Last Out 
The United Methodist Church 
Disaster Response Team 
Need Help? 
 
The Disaster Response Team’s mission is “to 
provide a caring Christian presence in the 
aftermath of disaster.” We respond locally and 
beyond our community to provide help. The 
team also helps within the community when 
volunteers are needed for local projects. 
 
Can YOU Help? Do you NEED help? 
 
Anything from household handyman help to 
picking things up. If you need help just let us 
know!    email: lovingheart1210@gmail.com 
Contact: Jacqui DePompe 
813-922-6580 

New Bible Study 

Jesus demonstrated the presence and power 

of God by performing miracles.  While these 

beloved stories draw our attention to divine 

power, they also have something else in 

common: human desperation.   Every time we 

see Jesus performing a miracle, we also get a 

glimpse into the gift of desperation, a gift that 

opens us to the dramatic power of God 

through our desperate need for Him. They 

help us see that our weakness is an invitation 

for God to work powerfully in our lives and 

remind us that we need God on our best days 

just as much as we do on our worst.  Jessica 

LaGrone, in her videos, leads us to a deeper 

understanding of miracles in our own lives as 

we explore some of Jesus’ miracles. 

Letha Jones will lead this six week study 

which will begin on Tuesday, January 9 at 

10:00 am & 6:00 pm.  Choose the time that is 

most convenient for you.  Call the church 

office to register.  A study book will be 

available in the Pages of Life bookstore if you 

would like to do daily study (if you get a study 

book, do the first week’s study before the first 

class). This book is not needed to participate 

and enjoy the study. See you in January!  



Children & Youth 
This month, we wanted to share a testimony 
from one of our incredible servant-leaders, 
Linda Heinen.  She has been a wonderful 
addition to our youth program and the following 
are some thoughts she wanted to express. . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me 
and not hinder”, Matthew 19:14.  I knew God 
was moving my husband and I to Sun City 
Center Florida.  I had always worked with 
children at a Christian home, foster mother, 
pediatric and school nurse.  I was having a hard 
time thinking there were no children here.  The 
most important matter in any move is to find a 
Bible-believing church on fire with His love!   

Our church search ended at the United 
Methodist Church of Sun City Center.  We 
knew we found our spiritual home in two ways.  
First, a dear friend visited us and was very ill.  
He had four surgeries in 6 weeks.  Pastor Frank 
came to visit him daily.  What an 
encouragement to Brian you all were! 

The second confirmation was your outstanding 
youth program.  Your arms are so open to the 
community children.  These children feel loved 
and welcomed from the time they exit the vans.  
They are fed and have fun, but most importantly 
they are ministered to and taught the Word of 

God.  With the decorations, music, food and the 
great leadership of Jeff & Susie Collins and 
their volunteers, these children see a loving 
Christ living through them.  The teens and 
children are accepted as they are.   

An example of the priority of this program was 
during the teen-version of their harvest festival.  
We had so much planned; hanging donuts and a 
living penata.  Jeff had a short devotional 
thought planned.  A young man stood sharing 
his heart—such transparency and truth. (I was in 
a hurry to get to the fun).  Another 2 young 
ladies shared with tears.  They hugged and 
ministered to each other.  Their priority was 
Jesus!  “Fun” was postponed for the reason we 
meet together.  “You must love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and all your soul and all 
your strength and mind.  Love your neighbor as 
yourself,” Matthew 22:37.  The leadership and 
the youth truly demonstrate that they are 
standing on Matthew 6:33. . .”Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and all His righteousness and 
all things shall be added unto you!” 

Praise God for leading me to this amazing 
church.  I feel like a kid in a spiritual candy 
store.  His will, His way, always!  The “Son” 
really shines here! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



When people think of this 
committee, they often think of 
a particular ministry that we 
have: visitation to the 
homebound in our 
congregation or visitation to 
those in facilities. 
 
Lately, however, we haven’t 
received many referrals.  
Please be reminded that, in 
order to set up a visitation 
schedule, we need to be made 
aware of those who would like 
visits.  You may specify if the 

person would like an actual 
face-to-face visit, or, if he or 
she would prefer just a phone 
visit. 
 
To let us know of visitation 
needs, please contact: 
 
Rhonda Miller-Seda                        
(813) 743-1071, or, Rebecca 
Reynal (727) 798-1818 
(Congregational Care 
Committee Co-chairs) 

Mark your calendars now for 

Sunday, January 14th for our 

annual Appreciation Luncheon 

for our incredible servant 

leaders.  We will break bread 

together from 12:30 to 1:30 

and share in the joys of what 

the Lord has done this past year 

with our children and youth. 

Please, if you have touched the 

children and youth ministry in 

any way during the past year, 

we so want you to join us.  If 

you are able to attend, please 

let us know so we can get a 

count for ordering our food. 

You can do so in any of the 

following ways: 

Email:  jjoc96@afo.net 

Phone:  Jeff: 813-785-0408 or 

Susie: 813-767-1298 

Drop off a note to the front 

office and they can place it in 

my box, or stop by Creason 

Hall on Wednesday or Sunday. 

We so appreciate the countless 

numbers of you who have 
invested your time in various 

ways to this program.  We 

thank God for you all! 

Sunday Morning 

Programs  

for  

Children  

& Youth  
Free Nursery during  

ALL services 

 

8:30AM-9:30AM  

Breakfast  

 

Sunday  

Morning Kidz  

(grades K-5) 

10AM - 11AM  

Bible lessons 

Located in  

Creason Children’s  

Center. 
 

 

Under the  

Cross Youth  

(grades 6-12)  

9AM - 10AM    

Bible lessons  

Located in Room 30           

10:00 AM  

Contemporary Service. 

6PM - 8PM 

Sunday night Youth service 

Appreciation Luncheon 

From Congregational Care 

mailto:jjoc96@afo.net


Contact Us 
The United  

Methodist Church of 

Sun City Center 
1210 Del Webb Blvd W 

Sun City Center 

Florida 33573 
 

813-634-2539 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 
 

Friday 

8:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
 

Sunday 

9:30 AM - 12:30 PM 

 

Clergy 
Dr. Charles D. Rentz 

Senior Pastor 
 

Rev. Samuel Rorer 
Sr. Associate Pastor 

 

Rev. Ryan Hall 
Associate Pastor 

 

Pastora Yamiley  
Martinez 

Hispanic Pastor 
 

Rev. Frank McClendon 
Pastor of Visitation 

     8:00 AM     Contemporary, LEC 

     9:00 AM     Traditional, Sanctuary 

   10:00 AM     Contemporary, LEC 

   11:00 AM     Traditional, Sanctuary  

   12:30 PM   Traditional, Sanctuary 

     4:00 PM     Hispanic, LEC 

Sunday Service Times 

The Pages of Life  
Book & Gift Store 

Come see all our new arrivals for the new year. 

We have everything from scarves to jewelry,              

bibles to devotionals, cards for all occasions, and 

so much more. We are located at the front of 

Creason Children’s Center! 

Pages of Life is open Monday, Wednesday & 

Friday 9:30AM-2:30PM and Sunday 10AM -

12:30PM 


