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Scripture of 

the Month 

“If the Son  

sets you free, 

you are free 

indeed.”    

      John 8:35   

I love Summer! Summer has always 

been my favorite time of year. I 

suppose that is because summer 

means vacation time and our annual 

(August) pilgrimage to Marathon is 

getting closer. Many of my friends 

and church family ask, What about 

the heat??" The heat really does not 

bother me. I guess that is one of the 

benefits of being a Florida native! 

 

Summer is not only a time for us year 

round residents to take some vacation 

days, but it is an opportunity for 

UMCSCC to catch our breath for a 

little while before Fall, the new 

school year, and the return of our 

seasonal residents. As we all know, 

from early December through Easter 

the "church" is at its best! We 

remember/celebrate the birth, life, 

passion, death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ our Lord over those four 

months. While our overall attendance 

drops after Easter as many people 

return north and places abroad, things 

really don't slow down. We have just 

come through the celebration of 

Pentecost, Mother's Day, Father's 

Day, and a beautiful Celebration of 

Freedom and America. We have also 

bid farewell and blessings to Pastor 

Ryan and his family. So for a couple 

of month's God gives us this 

opportunity to find some time of 

renewal, rest, regroup and get ready 

for what God has in store for us as 

together we move ahead to make 

Disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.  Let's 

have an awesome and blessed July as 

we celebrate our Freedom as 

Americans and our Freedom in Jesus 

Christ. "If the Son sets you free, you 

are Free Indeed!" (John 8:35) 
 
 



 

 

Online electronic          

giving is a             

convenient,          

consistent way         

to help our  church 

grow! Sign up by  

going to our  

website, 

www.sccumc.com   

and click on the 

donate tab on the 

top of the page. 

Electronic                

contributions can 

be changed or       

discontinued at any 

time. Try it out—

we think you will 

like it! 

 
 
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CHURCH DINNER 
The monthly church dinner is July 9th starting at 
5:30PM.  Tickets are on sale now in the office and 
on the patio on Sundays!  Tickets are $10 per         
person. After-dinner entertainment will be                 
presented by Reath Blickenderfer’s One Man 
Show.  You can also come just for the                          
entertainment at 6:15PM for just a $5 donation at 
the door. 

MENU: Salad, Spare Ribs, Veggie, Potato, Dessert, and Bread 

 

 

FLORIDA CONFERENCE 2019 

On Mission Together was the theme of the 2019 F lorida Annual Conference.  

Opening worship focused on being united in declaring our faith that God’s 

grace is available to all. The theme was carried through worship services led by 

Bishop Will Willimon, Rev. Dr. Cynthia Weems, Dr. Dana Robert, Rev. Dr. 

Gary Spencer, and Bishop Ken Carter. 

During the Bishop’s offering, churches gave over $37,000 to start a new 

church within the Lowell Correctional Institution for women in Reddick,           

Florida and to revitalize the Wesley Foundation at Florida A & M University in 

Tallahassee. 

An important agenda item was the election of delegates to represent our           

conference at the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences. Eight lay and 

eight clergy delegates were elected to General Conference and the same num-

ber of delegates were elected to Jurisdictional Conference.   

While 3 churches were closed, it was reported that we now have 301 Fresh  

Expressions (new ways of doing worship) in Florida and we chartered a new 

church (Good Samaritan in Tallahassee). Conference included a “Night of 

Spirit Led Innovation” where several of the Fresh Expression ministries were 

highlighted. 

Membership and average weekly attendance were both down in Florida (both 

were up at SCCUMC!). However, apportionment giving increased last year 

(SCCUMC paid 100% of our apportionment) and the conference reduced the 

2020 budget to return more resources to the local churches. 

A new ministry plan for Latino/Latina ministries was approved. SCCUMC is 

already benefiting from this initiative with a grant that provides for programs 

with New Hope and Dover congregations thanks to Rev. Roberto & Rev. 

Yamiley. We at SCCUMC look forward to continuing and strengthening our 

ministry with our Hispanic congregation. 

The conference concluded with the Ordination, Commissioning and Licensing 

of 52 persons. 



SWAG -  SINGLE WOMEN ALWAYS GOING 
All Single Women are invited to meet, greet and enjoy a delicious Lunch on Tuesday, July, 23, at 12:00 PM in 
the Life Enrichment Center,  Reservations MUST be in by Monday, July 15.   
Please contact Anne at 813-633-4031. 

 

TIMELY TREASURES 
Couch potato?  How about helping to carry a couch instead?  Timely Treasures needs some folks willing to 
help out on the pickup crew.  Many of our regulars are snowbirds who have gone north for the summer - we are 
missing them!  This summer has been particularly busy - we have cleaned out the contents of a storage locker 
that was given to us (just like Storage Wars on TV!), cleaned out an apartment at Aston Gardens and one at 
Freedom Plaza, and assisted with moving the Jordans - in addition to the usual furniture pickups.  Many thanks 
to all who have helped!  We'd like to have two pickup crews so the same guys don't have to go out two days in 
a row.  Please call Hollie Fox at 634-9765 for more information or to volunteer. 

 

COMMUNION HELP NEEDED 
The team that sets up Communion for the 9 o’clock Sunday service needs your help.  When you volunteer you 
are only responsible for one Sunday per month.  You would set  up  the Communion elements on Saturday and 
clean up after Communion on Sunday. It’s a wonderful opportunity to serve the church.  Contact Pat Hill to 
join the communion team. 

 

WALK TO EMMAUS  

WHY GO ON THE WALK TO EMMAUS?  WHY 
SPEND THREE DAYS WITH JESUS AND THE    
HOLY SPIRIT? 

WHY? BECAUSE GOD THE FATHER LOVES 
YOU AND HIS CHURCH BODY. 

From Jim Cymbala’s book SPIRIT RISING “One of 
the ways the Holy Spirit glorifies Christ is to build up 
his (church) body, which is for the common good.  That 
is how God strengthens his church.”   Our church body 
is loved because it invites you to:  COME, BELONG, 
GROW AND SERVE.  YOUR THREE- DAY         
EMMAUS WALK PUTS YOU ON THE RIGHT 
ROAD TO SERVE OTHERS AND YOUR CHURCH 
BODY.  

The “WALK TO EMMSUS ministry has a purpose “to 
inspire, challenge, and equip church members for 
Christian action in their homes, churches and places of 
work.”  To enhance “your grace-filled lives to be lived 
and shared with others.”  It is a busy 72- hour Holy 
Spirited experience singing, praying, worshiping and 
participating in small group discussions - discussions 
centered around how God’s grace can be used to grow 
yourself and others and the Christian community.  This 
Walk with Christ encourages you to do two things: 

        1. Expand your own spiritual life through study      
and congregational participation; and 

        2. Become more active disciples of Christ in the 
world through your church.  

Most important, the Emmaus ministry is a partnership 
between you, the church laity, and the clergy of HIS  

 

church.  We are blessed with having several ministry  
leaders and clergy at our church that have experienced 
and display their Emmaus Love of Christ in our church.  

YOU ARE INVITED TO GO ON YOUR WALK 
WITH JESUS – BELONG - GROW AND SERVE! 

PLAN TO ATTEND AT ROOM 30 ON JULY 11Th 
at 6:30 P. M. TO REGISTER AND BE PROVIDED 
MORE HOLY SPIRITED INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE WOMEN’S WALK – OCTOBER 3rd 
THRU 6th AND THE MEN’S WALK OCTOBER 
10Th THRU 13th.      

Registration and loving sponsorship are the first steps 
to participation at individual Men’s and Women’s      
October Emmaus Walks held offsite in Brandon.  A fee 
of $75.00 for the three overnight offsite stays, meals 
and Walk is due at registration.  The other half is paid 
by sponsorships from the exiting Emmaus Walk group 
that has set up a fund at our church.  We believe as  
Emmaus alumnis -- “Christ is counting on us” to          
support this ministry and that the Holy Spirit will fill up 
your heart with the              
willingness to spend time 
walking with Jesus and             
serving His church. 

Agape Love, 

Richard Sestak and            
Faye Groves 

 
   



 

 

 

 

 

 

Watoto Children’s Choir 

Sunday, July 7 

6PM (free will offering) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Joel Sharbaugh 

Classical Guitarist 

Friday, July 19 

7PM ($10 at the door) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Java Joy Coffee House 

Broken Together House Band 

Friday, July 19 in Creason 

7PM (donation) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Back, Manny! 

Piano Concert 

Sunday, July 28 

3PM ($5 at the door) 
  

TGIV EVENTS 

July Movie 
July 12th - free  
3:00PM & 6:00PM 
In 1979 young Donna, Tanya and Rosie graduate 
from Oxford University -- leaving Donna free to 
embark on a series of adventures throughout 
Europe. On her journeys, she makes the 
acquaintances of Harry, Bill and Sam -- the latter 
whom she falls in love with, but he's also the 
man who breaks her heart. In the present day, 
Donna's pregnant daughter, Sophie, dreams of 
renovating a taverna while reuniting with her 
mother's old friends and boyfriends on the Greek 
island of Kalokairi. 



From the 
Director of Worship Arts 

Some of my favorite weeks of the year include 

the week leading up to Christmas, Holy Week, 

my “birth-week” in August [I tried to talk 

Amanda into “birth-month” but didn’t get much 

traction there], and… Vacation Bible School 

week!  As I write this article for the July 

newsletter, I’m still perspiring a bit [or is that 

water from the skit that we just performed with 

Pastor Ryan!] from helping to lead the closing 

segment of Day 2 o VBS.  I know, I know, I’m 

old, but I still LOVE VBS, and this year’s 

version is as good as ever.   Amanda and I are 

having a blast helping to lead these beautiful 

children closer to God and the eternal truth that 

no matter what life brings… God Is Good!  

 

And speaking of Pastor Ryan – I, for one, am 

going to miss his teaching, his preaching, his 

concern for social and societal matters, his nutty 

(and usually childlike) sense of humor, and 

especially the talks that we shared about 

something… or sometimes nothing.  I pray that 

he will continue to bring God’s word to God’s 

people in a way that only he can.  Bless you and 

your family, Ryan, in this new adventure! 

 

July is the only month of the year that most of 

our musical ensembles take a much needed rest 

[sorry about that, Broken Together Praise 

Team!], so, the traditional services will feature 

several of our fine soloists, among them a couple 

of new faces.  You’ll hear Kathy Straub and 

Amanda Jordan sing, of course, but you’ll also 

hear more from Dee Macchio on bell tree, more 

from Keith at the organ, and from newbies Anne 

Doerfler [organ] and her daughter Cindy Mitze 

[flute].  And, we’ll be back in the swing of things  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

at the beginning of August!  By the way, we’re 

always welcoming new singers and ringers.  The 

Chancel Choir is open to all singers without 

audition; the men’s and ladies’ ensembles [Ahh-

Men and the Grace Notes] are by audition; and 

the handbell ministry, thanks to our bell guru 

Nancy Harris, is open to anyone who can count 

to 4!  Nancy offers a beginning handbell class on 

Monday afternoons and leads two graded 

handbell ensembles [Glory Ringers and 

JuBELLation].  If you or anyone you know is 

interested in being a part of our musical family, 

please see me.  August/September would be a 

GREAT time to join in the fun! 

 

And finally, I want to thank all of my church 

family for your continued prayers, cards, care 

and support while I’m recuperating from my little 

motorcycle mishap. Y’all really are the best! 

 

Soli Deo Gloria  

Jeff 



 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019 

ROAR! Life is wild….God is good! 





 
We are continuing to see good attendance at TGIV 
concerts, even in our “post snowbird season”. I 
believe when all the numbers are in, we will 
probably see that almost 1,000 people enjoyed 
concerts during the months of April, May and June. 
Compared to years past, that’s a great turnout, 
especially since there were fewer concerts during 
those months. We are trying to be sure that the 
concerts we host are good quality concerts that will 
be enjoyable to our audiences for whatever genre of 
music they have come to hear.  

And speaking of quality…our first concert in July 
will be the Watoto Children’s Choir at 6:00 p.m. July 
7. What a group! What great kids! And what a 
wonderful opportunity to donate to one of our 
church’s missions as you experience the love and 
enthusiasm of these orphaned kids…not to mention 
their talent! These children who have little, and have 
been dealt a rough hand in life are unbelievably 
loving and charming. If you’re not busy, please come 
out and support these terrific kids on July 7. You’ll 
be glad you came…I guarantee it! 

Friday, July 19 will see us hosting another amazing 
concert. We will have Joel Sharbaugh here 

presenting a classical guitar concert. Joel is coming 
to us all the way from the country of Qatar in the  
Middle East. He is a college music teacher who is 
tremendously talented. He has family ties to Sun 
City Center and to a family in our congregation. That 
is how we have been lucky enough to “land” Mr. 
Sharbaugh for this concert. His selections include 
compositions from Brouwer, Paganini, Shebalin, 
Turina, Brescianello, and a composition of his own, 
among others. This is truly a rare opportunity to hear 
a world class guitarist in our beautiful venue.  

On Sunday, July 28 at 3:00 p.m  we will have a 
“Welcome Back, Manny” piano concert. “Our own” 
Manny Escudero has come back home to Sun City 
Center permanently…from Las Vegas. Manny is 
thrilled to be back home with all his friends. He 
missed us while he was living in Las Vegas, and 
can’t wait to perform again for his “homeys”. Manny 
is generously making this a concert to benefit our 
music ministry here at the church. Thank you, 
Manny! And as always, I’ll see you at the concert! 

Kevin Goodenow 

 

  

 

 

Plans are being made to do a Recovery Mission in 

Wimauma and nearby areas this summer. Volunteers 

can participate on a daily basis. The work includes 

installing insulation and sheetrock, installing flooring, 

and replacing cabinets and fixtures. 

It is also Hurricane Season once again. DRT members 

will be handing out the 2019 Hillsborough County 

Disaster Planning Guide between church services in 

early July. If you miss them or are out of town, the 

church office will have extra copies available. Please 

read the guide carefully and be prepared! 

If you are interested in joining our active group, please 

join us at our next official meeting on Wednesday, 

September 11 at 1:00 p.m. in Room 19. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING ON THE DRT THIS SUMMER 
(DISASTER RESPONSE TEAM) 

SEE YOU AT THE CONCERT 



 

FROM THE ORGANIST… 
I travel around the state doing training seminars for 
new organists.  One of the big questions organists ask 
me is how loud they should play.  I always tell the       
organists that they will be told that they play “too this 
or that”.  Some will say that the organist plays too fast 
or too slow.  Others will say that the organist plays too 
loud or too soft… The truth is that everyone has a        
different set of ears.  What I recommend is listening to 
the room and the congregational response.   
You may not realize it but I find out how well the    
congregation knows the opening hymn and how           
vigorously it sings, then make my volume assessments 
for that day.  At Christmas and Easter, the house is full 
and the hymns or carols are ones that you know and 
sing loudly.  I will play a bit louder.  When the house 
is small, as in the summer, I play much softer,                   

 
 
avoiding higher pitches that can affect hearing aids.  I 
also generally play softer preludes that arise out of the 
meet and greet time at beginning of service, and then 
‘uncork’ the organ a bit on the hymns. For postludes, I 
reserve the power of the organ for the end of the                 
pieces I play, for those who have stayed to hear the 
instrument with ‘all the stops’ pulled out.  That way, 
those who need to leave or don’t want to hear the 
louder organ can leave comfortably, and those who 
wish to hear the full color of the repertoire can stay to 
the end and hear it.  By the way, you should know that 
the organ is a bit louder in the front of the church and 
balances somewhat better toward the back of the      
sanctuary.  That boils down to simple acoustics.   
Thanks and happy listening! 

RYAN’S RAMBLING 

Like so many other optimists I went through a phase 
where I really got into reading Russian literature.        
Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina was my first foray into that 
heady world. As I read that complicated                         
psychological novel, I resonated with the characters 
and kept feeling like I was somehow part of their 
lives. I wanted so  desperately for them to make good 
choices, to find redemption, to search out a path that 
would lead to peace. I hated having to put the book 
down because it made me feel like I was missing 
out—as if the lives of these characters would continue 
even as the book lay shut on my nightstand.  

These three years at UMCSCC have been a good read! 
I got to bless a bunch of your animals. We shared our 
grief at the Blue Christmas Service. I learned so much 
about God and life as we pursued our dream of            
RiverTree. I grew as a preacher: I remember one                   
sermon where I used a fascinating illustration about 
cockroach milk*. I have loved working with  our 
youth and your leadership team. We almost smoked 
out our 2018 Pentecost services. I got to participate in 
the holy task of attending while saints went home to 
Jesus. I have loved our Communion services, our 
small groups, our worship. I will miss our music in all 
its variety. I will miss all these stories we get to hear. I 
will miss praying for my children and the children of 
our church as they bring the flame of the Spirit into 
the sanctuary. And most of all. I will miss you, our 
family. I have loved working with our phenomenal 
staff, counseling, teaching, preaching, praying, and 
simply serving Christ with you. It is all joy. Eventually 
all good books reach the last page. We have now          
concluded our chapter in the ongoing story at 
UMCSCC. Thank you for embracing us and for             

growing with us. We have packed a lot of pages into 
these short three years, and this is a difficult book to 
put down. As Jessamyn, Jenna, Evie, and I finalize our 
packing and head east, we pray that the Lord would 
continue to write vibrant life and blessing for our Sun 
City Center family. We expect to continue to hear how 
God is moving through the South Shore area because 
of your faithfulness and love. We love you! We will 
miss you. 

Here is our new contact information: 

Wesley Church: 
2075 Meadowland Ave 
West Melbourne FL. 32904 

Parsonage: 

2751 Whistler Street 
West Melbourne, FL 32904 

Email: 
ryanhall@wesleychurch.org 
 

* In case you were interested in the cockroach milk: 
https://www.sciencealert.com/scientists-think-we-
should-start-drinking-cockroach-milk-superfood 



 



From Our Ministries 

Care Giver Support Group 
This Support Group is an outreach to all caregivers, whether it 
is caring for a spouse, parent, child, or friends… You are still a 
care giver. We are there for you and you are not alone on this 
journey. We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays each month at 2PM          
in room 12. You are important, and we are there to help you with just 
listening, and listening to the needs that you and your special 
person may have. We don’t have all the answers, but we are there to 
support you at the meeting and when needed. If you have any                 
questions, please call Kit & Sharon Carson, 813-419-4735. 

If you know of someone who might need this support group, please 
invite them to attend. They do not need to be a member of our church 
or any church. 

Never Alone Support Group 
Never Alone meets the last Monday of every month at 1 pm in room 30.  This is a 
support group for anyone who is experiencing the loneliness of grief, following the 
loss of a loved one, whether it is the loss of a spouse, child, grandchild, other family 
member or close friend.   We share with one another and listen to others who are 
dealing with loss as well.  Please call Elaine Moore at 813-634-4550, Rebecca           
Reynal at 813-260-3543, or Marie McClendon at 813-633-0552  for more                
information.  Please feel free to join us on Monday, July 29th. An old Swedish            
Proverb: "A joy shared is twice the joy; a burden shared is half the burden". 

 

Support Groups 

Coffee With The Pastors 

We are so exited to receive these new members into our 

congregation and family. They came to Coffee with the 

Pastors on June 4 and took their membership vows      

during Joining Sunday, June 9. 

Jerry & Betty Brynn, Emad & Jane Wahba, Barry 

Willard, Dale & Susan Denault, Susan  Edgerton, 

Linda McGovern, Howard & Cherie Snyder, Doyle 

& Joan Williams, Linda & Steve Head,  and Patricia 

Hoying. 

When you get a chance to do so, please welcome them into our church family! 

Our next Coffee with the Pastors is Monday, December 2 @ 1pm and Joining Sunday is December 8.  All that 

want to know a little bit more about our church and staff and desire membership are welcome!  It is an open 

invitation.  If you have any questions please contact: Debbie@sccumc.com or the church office 813-634-2539 



Hello church family! The youth group would like to 
thank you for coming to our dinner and our show 
“This is US”.  We had a lot of fun serving and 
performing for everyone.  It is really amazing to see 
and feel the support we receive from our church 
family.  We practiced for a long 2 months, trying to 
perfect our show and make sure everything was 
exact. Although some things did not go as planned, 
we remembered to have fun and that the show must 
go on! We also want to thank everyone who helped 
to make the show happen.  Our adult support group 
worked hard to make sure the show was able to 
happen. Some of us had gotten a little stage fright 
before the show and didn’t know if we could go on 
but they reminded us that we were doing this show 
for our Lord and He does not expect us to be perfect.  

Part of why we enjoy going to camp is to learn more 
about God and become closer to Him. Thank you all 
for your help in making that happen. We are going 
to Warren Willis camp on June 24th-29th.  We can’t 
wait to do some amazing activaties that make us 
grow closer as a group, but we also can’t wait to 
learn more about our Lord and grow a closer bond to 
Him. This camp trip is going to be our last hurrah 
with Pastor Ryan. Although we are still deeply 

saddened that Pastor Ryan will be leaving us at the 
end of the month, we are very excited to have his 
last official act with our church be going to camp 
with us! 

 We have also learned in this last month who our 
new youth directors are.  And I can say we are glad 
to have them both! Welcome Ms. Persha and Mr. 
Bill! We have already developed a close bond with 
them over the last six months and it seems like a 
perfect match.  We are excited for our new journey 
with them and God. 

Keilah Ramirez 

FROM OUR YOUTH 

Faye Groves, a member of our church, presented a 
$5,200 check to Pastor Charlie on behalf of “100 
Women Who Care, Apollo Beach Chapter” last week 
at VBS.    Kidz Klub was one of three different           
organizations chosen to make a presentation at the last 
meeting of 100 Women.   Ray Bibisi talked on behalf 
of our young people.  The money is designated to help 
provide nourishing, healthy food to our Kidz Klub/
Under the Cross youth, as well as, during the summer 
months, provide 140 lunches each week under the 
leadership of Joanie Frantz.   Each lady that belongs 
to 100 Women gives a check of $100 four times a 
year to the selected organization.  Their generous        
donation will be supplemented by an additional 
$2,600 from their partner, The Schulze Family             
Foundation. 

The kids and youth responded with cheers and huge 
thank yous! 

FROM OUR CHILDREN 



WATOTO 
Watoto is a Christian organization that was founded 
in 1984 by Gary and Marilyn Skinner to meet the 
needs of orphans and vulnerable women in Uganda, 
Africa.  There are over 1.5 million orphans in 
Uganda as a result of war, poverty, and disease.  
Because of Watoto, more than 2000 of these babies 
and children have been rescued and placed in a 
baby’s home or in one of three orphanage villages. 
Each house in the three villages has a trained 
“mother” (often a widow) and seven to eight 
“brothers” and “sisters”, also orphans or are unable 
to be cared for by family. 

Since 2011 SCCUMC has sponsored one of these 
houses in Bbira Village outside of Kampala, the 
capital of Uganda.  Our donations provide food, 
shelter, clothing, education, and medical care. A 
school, medical clinic, and worship center are 
located in each village. 

The children in our sponsored house are: Edward 21, 
Maimuna 16, Juma 16, Sydney 11, Paige 11, Junior 
10, Brandonli 6, and Mamma Martha.  Edward is 
currently attending Mildmay Uganda Institute of 
Health Sciences.  As he wrote in one of his letters: 
“I am doing diploma in clinical medicine which is 
for three years, but God willing, I would like to 
pursue bachelors in medicine and surgery 
immediately after this course I am doing right now 
because I want to become a surgeon.”  Juma plays 
basketball and would like to become a chef.  Paige 
and Sydney enjoy playing soccer.  All the children 
are doing well in school and are growing strong in 
their Christian faith.  

Mission teams from SCCUMC have traveled to 
Uganda six times since 2011 and have had the 
opportunity to spend time with “our” kids.  
Members of SCCUMC are planning on returning to 
Uganda in 2020. The children are respectful and 
loving and have the greatest smiles ever!  The 
children pray for our church daily and feel blessed to 
have our support. Individual members of SCCUMC 
have been corresponding with the Watoto children 
and their letters are available to anyone in the 
congregation who would like to read them. 

The SCCUMC Mission Team would like to continue 
sponsoring this family. All Mission of the Month 
funds raised in the month of July will be used for 
that purpose. The Mission Team thanks you for your 
support of these wonderful children and the Watoto 
organization. 

Mission of the Month-July 



FROM OUR HISPANIC MINISTRY 

 

On Mother’s Day Sunday, we had special guests 
from Spain. Their names are Mamen and Agustin 
Rodriguez. They brought with them beautiful               
worship music. I have to say it was a wonderful 
Mother’s Day present for the mothers and everyone 
else in the congregation. They sang a couple of 
songs from their album, and while Mamen sang 
‘Sigo tu pasos’ which means ‘follow your steps’, 
the mother’s stood up. While she sang, the Pastor 
asked the women to lift up their hands in prayer for 
their children, to pray that the devil will have no 
part in their children’s faith or future. They are mothers who have held on to Joshua 24:15 “But as for me and 
my family, we will serve the Lord.” Every mother’s situation with the children may be different, but they hold 
on to the promise that their family will serve the Lord. While singing and proclaiming for their children, the 
mothers also started to pray for each woman who is attempting to be new mothers or mother again, but are   
having difficulty. The Holy Spirit moved in that moment and we know that God has everything covered for the 
children and the new additions to our congregation.  

  

 

Twice a year we have the event “Mujeres con Proposito” meaning 
‘Women with a Purpose.’ We had a special guest, Michelle            
Curry, a Christian leader and singer. She came for Valentine’s 
Day with her husband. She left such a powerful impact of the  
Holy Spirit, and we were glad to have her back for this event. She 
spoke her testimony and revealed her struggles as a child and 
knowing her worth. Through the event, the women were                    
reminded that they should value themselves since our body is our 
temple. In 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 it says,”19 Do you not know 
that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 

whom you have received from God? You are not 
your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore            
honor God with your bodies.” The bible shows how 
a women should act when married and how they 
should act when they are single. It was an event for 
each women in our congregation. The event was so 
beautiful, and helped the women in our                            
congregation in the situation they are in.  

 

 



Church On the Road 
Shreveport, AL 

By the time you read this, we will have left Shreveport 
and been to Waco, Austin and Phoenix.  We are        
continuously moving!  But our visit to Shreveport was 
our first.  Would you believe that there are SIX             
casinos in downtown Shreveport?  And we were there 
in time for the annual Mudbug festival.  We learned 
quickly that Mudbugs are crawfish.  But not even the 
festival fun could tempt us to try crawfish! 

What we did try was The First United Methodist 
Church (FUMC) in downtown.  This actually IS the 
FIRST UMC in Shreveport.   In the 1830’s the river 
town that would become Shreveport, Louisiana, was a 
frontier settlement often mired in the mud. FUMC was 
founded in this rough-and-tumble environment by a 
small society of Christians called Methodists. The 
church had no building, and pastors were visiting         
circuit riders. It was still simply known as Shreveport 
Methodist Church in 1845 when it built the city’s first 
small meeting house on Market Street and shared it 
with the Baptists and Presbyterians. 

Later it would be called the First Methodist Church – 
after it helped establish other Methodist churches in 
Shreveport. A denominational merger eventually 
would change the name to First United Methodist 
Church. The church, like Shreveport, would grow      
and prosper. Eventually, most of the other Shreveport 
churches would move to the burgeoning suburbs, but 
the Methodists would not. In 1960, Pastor D.L. Dykes, 
Jr., phrased the philosophy, “I think every city needs a 
heart, a heart of religion. We chose to stay downtown 
and be that heart.” 

Today’s church has sat at the head of Texas Street, 
overlooking downtown, since 1884.  The original 
building was replaced in 1913.  The beautiful steeple, 
which can be seen from any point in downtown, was 
added in 1972.  FUMC is a much larger church than  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

we normally visit.   It’s a huge campus with six                
buildings in addition to the sanctuary.  They have two 
traditional and one contemporary service.  Golf cart 
escorts are provided from the various parking lots and 
sign language is provided at the 11a traditional                     
service.  Their average Sunday attendance is just         
under 1000, with almost half attending Sunday school.  
Their stewardship opportunities run the gamut from 
Hospitality to theatrical productions to a Leadership 
Institute.  They are “Courageously Proclaiming God’s 
Vision” through several avenues.   

A source of pride for the congregation are the stained 
glass windows which were added over a period of 
years.  The church has a beautiful booklet describing 
each window and it’s donor.  Of particular interest to 
our music lovers is the church organ.  We encourage 
you to visit the church website for a description 
(firstshreveport.com); it’s quite amazing.  It even rises 
on an elevator lift for concerts!  The Texas Street Art 
series annually brings nationally and internationally 
known organists to the church for recitals. 

The sermon for this Sunday was “Called To Be 
Priests.”    Many think that only a select few are called 
to be priests.  While this may be true in a professional/
vocational sense, every follower of Christ has a calling 
to live as “The Priesthood of All Believers.”  (See 1 
Peter 2:5 and Isaiah 61:6)   Committed followers of 
Jesus are called to offer their lives in sacrificial praise 
and thanksgiving in order to reflect and share the              
gospel for the world.  This is a marvelous gift for the 
world – to see faith on display and to know that God is 
alive and good, because people called by His name are 
priests of God.   

Blessings and Smiles, 
Barbara & Bruce Kanoza  

 



Contact Us 
The United  

Methodist Church of 
Sun City Center 

1210 Del Webb Blvd W 
Sun City Center 
Florida 33573 

 

813-634-2539 

Monday - Thursday 
8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

 

Friday 
8:30 AM - 12:30 PM 

 

Sunday 
9:30 AM - 12:30 PM 

 
Clergy 

Dr. Charles D. Rentz 
Senior Pastor 

 

Rev. Samuel Rorer 
Sr. Associate Pastor 

 
 

Rev. Pam DeDea 
Associate Pastor 

 

Pastora Yamiley  
Martinez 

Hispanic Pastor 
 

Rev. Frank           
McClendon 

Pastor of Visitation 

 9:00 AM     Traditional, Sanctuary  

   10:00 AM     Contemporary, LEC 

   11:00 AM     Traditional, Sanctuary  

     4:00 PM     Hispanic, LEC 

Sunday Service Times 

Hours: 

Bookstore summer hours Monday, Wednesday & 

Fridays June July & August: 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 

Sundays: 10:00 am to 12:30 pm  

“The Pages of Life Bookstore” 


