
January: A Time of Looking Back, and Forward  

Reflecting on Jeremiah 29:11 and Isaiah 43:1-19 

 “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to 

give you a future and a hope. (Jer. 29:11 NLT) 

… “Israel, the LORD who created you says, “Do not be afraid—I will save you. I have called you by 

name—you are mine. When you pass through deep waters, I will be with you; your troubles will not 

overwhelm you. When you pass through fire, you will not be burned; the hard trials that come will not 

hurt you. For I am the LORD your God, the holy God of Israel, who saves you… 

 

But the LORD says, “Do not cling to events of the past or dwell on what happened long ago. Watch for 

the new thing I am going to do.  It is happening already—you can see it now? ...” (Isaiah 43:1-19 GNT) 

Did you ever wonder where January got it’s name?  It was named after the Roman god Janus.  Janus is 

depicted as a god with two faces, one always looking back, the other always looking forward.  He was 

considered by the ancient Romans as the God of transitions, between past and future, inside and 

outside, war and peace, coming and going.  He was associated with doorways, passages, and time.  

What an appropriate name for the first month of the year, a time of transition, of reflecting on the past 

and looking forward to the future.  

Luckily for us as Christians we don’t have to regret the past or worry about the future.  We know that 

God has plans for us, and that they are good plans!  Time is one of the few things that when we spend it, 

we can’t get it back.  Once spent it is gone forever.  We cannot earn it, borrow it from a friend or 

purchase more.  How silly and useless to spend new time regretting old time, dwelling on things lost or 

roads not taken.  Wouldn’t it be better to look forward to new time and new possibilities?  God thinks 

so.  In Isaiah 43, God tells the children of Israel while they are in exile in Babylon that He will save them. 

Basically, God tells them that he has great plans for their future, so don’t dwell on the past, the things 

that have happened to them or where they are now.  He reminded them that He is in control and is 

starting something new. Indeed, it had already started.   

When my wife and family moved here with me to answer God’s call, it wasn’t without some trepidation.  

It was not going to be the same situation we had in Albuquerque or Pittsburgh. Would we have good 

friends, what would the future hold, were we going to like it as much as we liked New Mexico?  We had 

no clue what was in store for us, but we stepped out in faith, and God has answered every need.  He 

always has and always will. 

So while 2021 may not have brought the changes we were hoping for yet, we can continue to trust that 

God has a plan, and it is indeed happening now, even if we can’t perceive it.  He will protect us and 

guide us and bring us to where He wants us to be if we only let Him.  I don’t know what 2021, but I know 

that since it is God’s plan, it will be good!  I’m looking forward to it! 

By the numbers: In December we received $289,309 in income to offset $195,983 in expenses.  This 

gives us $93,326 in income over expenses.  Our yearly income is down $195,526 from what we had 

budgeted to receive, and our expenses are down $204,206 from our budgeted amount.  This leaves us 

with $8,680 in income over expenses so far this year, where we planned to have built up a $204,205 



surplus to carry us over next summer’s slower months.  This has been largely offset by the PPP Small 

Business forgivable loan of $213,070.  The PPP loan forgiveness application has been in process since 

November, and we hope to hear from the SBA soon that the entire amount has been forgiven. 

Our current mortgage balance is $2,170,390 down from $2,343,778 January 1st, 2020. 

 


