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Scripture of 

the Month 

“One day Jesus 

was praying in a 

certain place. 

When he 

finished, one of 

his disciples said 

to him, 

‘Lord, teach us to 

pray’…” 
  

 Luke 11:1    

As I sit down to write this article for the 
March Newsletter, 864 delegates representing 
the United Methodist Church from around the 
world are gathering in St. Louis for the Called 
General Conference. Delegates will discuss 
and vote on several different proposals 
regarding LGBTQ inclusion and the official 
position of the United Methodist Church. By 
the time you read this newsletter, the “Vote” 
will have been taken and our entire 
denomination and UMCSCC will have begun 
the moving forward. 
At the Saturday afternoon worship service on 
March 2nd, the four morning worship services 
and the afternoon Hispanic Worship service 
on March 3rd, I will directly address from the 
pulpit the results of the “vote” and its effect 
on the United Methodist Church. I will also 
offer a scheduled time for a “church town hall 
meeting” for those who have further questions 
and concerns. I have friends and colleagues in 
ministry who are convinced the United 
Methodist Church as we know it is going to 
implode and disintegrate. Instead of stressing 
over this called General Conference and the 
vote, I choose to lift up the incredible things 
that God is doing among us at UMCSCC! The 
recent sermon series has reminded us that the 
Church’s One Foundation is Jesus Christ Her 
Lord! Christ is OUR foundation and we are 
Biblically founded, generosity motivated, God 
honoring in worship, relationship building, 
world witnessing, Christ serving and prayer 
fortified! As I have stated before and will 
continue to say, no matter what happens at 
General Conference, nothing changes at 
UMCSCC. My theology, my interpretation of 
Scripture, my practice of ministry is not going 
to change and we will continue to be The 
Church God is Calling Us to Be.  
As we begin the Month of March, we will be 
entering the Lenten Season and journeying 
with Jesus as he sets his face to Jerusalem. 

The new sermon series for the Lenten Season 
will be, “Pray Like Jesus – The Lord’s 
Prayer.”  As we did last year, we will offer 
special Lenten services every Wednesday, 
beginning on Ash Wednesday (March 6th). 
These Wednesday services will be led by 
Pastor Sam, Pastor Ryan, Pastor Pam and 
Amanda Jordan.  May the power and presence 
of Jesus Christ be with us move through Lent 
and on to a Cross and an Empty Tomb.  
 
LENTEN SERMON SERIES 
Pray Like Jesus 
 
March 9th - Our Abba - Pastor Sam 
March 10th - Our Abba - Pastor Charlie 
 
March 16th - Daily Bread - Pastor Ryan 
March 17th - Daily Bread - Pastor Charlie 
 
March 23rd & 24th - Forgive Us as We 
Forgive - Pastor Pam 
 
March 30th & 31st - Lead Us Not/Deliver Us 
- Pastor Charlie 
 
April 6th - Thine is the Kingdom - Pastor Sam 
April 7th - Thine is the Kingdom - Pastor 
Charlie 
 
Wednesday Nights 
March 6th - Ash Wednesday - Pastor Pam 
March 13th - Why We Pray - Pastor Sam 
March 20th - Prayer for Wisdom - Pastor Pam 
March 27th - Praying When God is Silent - 
         Pastor Ryan 
April 3rd - Praying When We Don’t Want to 
       Pray - Amanda Jordan 
April 10th - Praying for Unity - Pastor Ryan 
 
See you there! 
Pastor Charlie 
 



The world is full of lovable nincompoops. Perhaps some may find that statement 
troubling, but that is some version of the knee-jerk response that frequently arises 
in me when I bump into a well-beloved quote that is actually laughably ridiculous. 
The latest contender is this one, “Stars can’t shine without darkness.” People. 
There is no causal link whatsoever between the quality of nearby ambient light 
and the ability of a star to fuse elements into heavier elements and therefore                 
radiate energy. This is like saying, “my lightbulbs only work in darkened rooms.” 

What bothers me about quotes like this is that often they are offered as                           
sympathetic pablum to people are who in some form of spiritual distress. Feeling 
better is not the same as being better. When I am in a place of pain, being                            
reminded that stars are extra pretty when it is dark is not helpful. This goes back 
to the challenge of empathy: will we honestly share the emotional space with                       
people who are suffering? 

Christ has called us to be light in the world. We shine the light of God’s love as 
we connect with other people in honest and empathetic ways. Paul gives us such          
a clear direction for this in Romans 12:15, “Be happy with those who are happy, 
and cry with those who are crying.” The darkness has no effect on the brightness 
of the light. As we join together, we find God’s illuminating love. Share the happiness of your neighbors. 
Share their sadness. This is how we can live out God’s good purposes and in so doing, “shine like stars in the 
world” (Philippians 2:15). 

Ryan’s Ramblings 

WARREN WILLIS CAMP 

What did God employ to catch your heart and awaken your soul? Who were the             

people? Where was the place? For me, God employed the people and location of our 

United Methodist youth camp, Warren Willis Camp, near Leesburg, Florida. I went to 

camp in my middle and high school years and it was there I understood how to               

commit my life to Christ, how to be alive in the Spirit, and how to worship. I grew up 

in the church and was active my Sunday School and youth group, but my annual summer sojourn at camp               

provided key materials in the construction of my lifelong faith in Christ and call to serve the church. 

We are taking the students in our youth ministry to Warren Willis Camp, June 24-29. They will have the                      

opportunity for small group connection, high intensity games, life-altering worship, confidence-building                      

activities, and expanded Christian friendships with students across the State. 

Camp tuition is $420 per student.  This is an all-inclusive cost for a full week of camp. It is an incredible price, 

but still a huge sum for our students. We have fundraisers planned, like our potato bar sale, our upcoming golf 

cart wash, and dinner theater. If all the currently active students in our ministry attend camp, that will cost 

$6,300.  

Will you help us? Would you consider sponsoring a student this summer? I would 

like for that sponsorship to take two forms. Would you donate at least $210 for one 

of our students? Would you also write that student an encouraging letter for her or 

him to receive at camp?  

God uses camp to transform the hearts and lives of our students. Transformed        

students lead the church. Thank you for loving our students and for your support! 



 
 
 

Online electronic          
giving is a            
convenient,          

consistent way         
to help our  church 
grow! Sign up by  

going to our  
website, 

www.sccumc.com   
and click on the 

online giving         
picture like the one 

at the top of this 
page. Electronic                
contributions can 

be changed or       
discontinued at any 
time. Try it out—
we think you will 

like it! 
 
 

SWAG -            
SINGLE            
WOMEN         
ALWAYS              
GOING  

SWAG Ladies 
will meet, greet 

and enjoy a great 
lunch on Tuesday, 

March 26 at 
12:00 Noon in the 
LEC..  All Single 
Ladies are invited 

to join us.            
Reservations due 

by MONDAY, 
MARCH 18.. 

 Please contact 
Anne,  

813-633-4031. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Church Dinner 
The monthly church dinner is March 12th starting 
at 5:30PM.  Tickets are on sale now in the office 
and on the patio on Sundays!  After-dinner                
entertainment will be presented by Sister Act with 
Kathy Straub, Teri Council & Ellen Kleinschmidt 
as they entertain us with their amazing Broadway 
voices singing songs from such shows as “Mame”, 
“A Chorus Line”, “Gypsy”, “Cats”, and many more!  You can also 
come just for the entertainment at 6:15PM in the sanctuary for just a $5 
donation at the door. 

Menu: Salad, Corn Beef & Cabbage, Carrots, Potato's, Bread &  
Dessert 

WRAP-AROUND Planning for Seniors with Multiple Needs 

Karen Fredricks (NAMI, Mental Health and Aging, Community Program-
ming) will present a free seminar at our church at 10:30 a.m. on March 13, 
2019 in the LEC (Life Enr ichment Center ). The Wrap-Around process 
looks at the multiple needs of the aging and presents a comprehensive plan 
to address those needs. Please call the church office (813) 634-2539 to sign 
up for this free event.  Light refreshments will be served. 

South Bay Genealogy Society Meeting 
On Tuesday, March 19th, the South Bay Genealogical Society will meet in the 
Life Enrichment Center (LEC). They begin at 10:30am with a special               
luncheon at noon, and then the main presentation by the guest speaker at 
1:00pm.  This month’s speaker will be Peg Kapustiak.  She will be speaking on 
“Pandemics, Epidemics, and Diseases Throughout the Years.”  The Influenza 
Epidemic of 1918 is the most well known example, but our speaker will offer 
more!  The cost is $15.00 per person for lunch.  For reservations and                                
information, call Dotty Love at 813-634-2749. Mail check to SBGS                                     
P.O. Box 5202, Sun City Center, Fl. 33571. Your check must be received            
by March 7, 2019.    



 
 
 
 
 

RB & the Gang 
50s, 60s, 70s Rock & Motown 

Friday, March 1 
7PM ($10 at the door) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Broken Together 
A Kiwanis Benefit Concert 

Friday, March 15 
7PM ($10 advance tickets) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Farmhands 
Bluegrass/Country Gospel 

Friday, March 22 
7PM ($10 at the door) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Easy Reflections 
50s, 60s, and 70s  
Friday, March 29 

7PM ($5 at the door) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ring Sarasota! 
Handbell Ensemble 
Sunday, March 31 

3PM ($10 at the door) 

TGIV EVENTS 

March Movie 
March 8th - free  
3:00PM & 6:00PM 

A high school basketball coach whose 

Christian faith is tested when his 

adopted son Josh transfers to a big-city 

school. Only through the power of 

prayer and forgiveness can Josh make 

his way back into the arms of his 

father and find redemption. 



From the 
Director of Worship Arts 

In last month’s Worship & Arts newsletter article, I 

wrote about how it was important that we all, some 

more than others (!), try to eliminate hurry from 

our lives.  While I still believe in this theoretically, 

I’m afraid I haven’t been entirely successful in 

altering my life or lifestyle to embrace it.  Oh well, 

I guess I can keep praying, right?  

 
As you may or may not know, the windows to my 

office look out on our patio space between the two 

main buildings, and sometimes I find it difficult to 

focus on work at my desk because of all the 

activity I can see peripherally going on out there – 

EVERY day of the week!  I know, I know… that’s 

a good thing.  Our ‘little’ church in this sleepy 

‘little’ city is fast becoming the ‘heart’ of our 

community.  And isn’t that as it should be?  

Shouldn’t this House of God be the center of this 

‘Center’?  Isn’t that just what our entire nation 

needs right now?  I digress, but with that in mind, 

let’s take a look at the month of March, arguably 

the most active and ‘hurried’ of months on our 

church calendar. 

 
March begins with a trip to the annual Florida 

Handbell Festival in Lake Placid (FL) on the 1st 

and 2nd.  I’ll be teaching some classes, and we 

have 20+ ringers from our church participating.  I 

couldn’t be more proud of our Handbell Ministry 

or more thankful for Nancy Harris who keeps it all 

together!  We sure hope that you got a chance to 

attend our Concert at the end of February.  On the 

15th of the month, the Praise Team (A.K.A, 

Broken Together) is performing a benefit concert to 

raise scholarship dollars for local high school 

seniors who are on their way to college. Vocalists 

for Broken Together are Sid Eskridge, Amanda & 

Julia Jordan, Maria Leasure, and Stephanie  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simmons, and band members include Dale Carver 

(guitar), Danny Chavez (drums), Sid Eskridge 

(bass), Garrett Franzen (guitar), Dave Roberts 

(percussion), Heather Smith (guitar), Mark  

Turner (bass), and Linda Whitt (keyboard).  This 

multi-media worship/concert will include music by 

some of the most popular of contemporary 

Christian artists including Bethel, Brewster, 

Crowder, Daigle, Hillsong, I Am They, Jesus 

Culture, Maher and many others. There will also be 

a special Amazing Grace sing-along as well as an 

old Doobie Brothers hit!  Due to the smaller 

number of seats in the LEC, we have made this a 

ticketed event. Please be sure to get yours early!  

Like February, March has several other concerts, 

and you can read about them in Kevin’s article 

elsewhere in this newsletter, but I’d like to call 

your attention to the professional handbell 

ensemble that will be performing on the afternoon 

of the 31st. Finally and as you can probably guess, 

all of our musical ensembles are gearing up for and 

looking forward to our special Holy Week and 

Easter services in April.  As always, thanks to all of 

my wonderful church family for your 

love and support! 

 

Soli Deo Gloria  

Jeff 



From Our Ministries 

Care Giver Support Group 
This Support Group is an outreach to all caregivers, whether it 
is caring for a spouse, parent, child, or friends… You are still a 
care giver. We are there for you and you are not alone on this 
journey. We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays each month at 2:00 p.m.         
in room 12. You are important, and we are there to help you with just 
listening, and listening to the needs that you and your special 
person may have. We don’t have all the answers but we are there to 
support you at the meeting and when needed. If you have any questions, 
please call Kit & Sharon Carson, 813-419-4735. 

If you know of someone who might need this support group, please 
invite them to attend. They do not need to be a member of our church or 
any church. 

Never Alone Grief Support 
If you are dealing with loss of a loved one, you are invited to attend this support 
group.  At this time of year, it is particularly difficult to handle our grief alone. 
Please feel free to join us at this monthly meeting, which is held the last Monday 
of the month in room 30 at 1pm. We have some written materials for anyone who 
would like to have them. If you have any questions, please call Elaine Moore, 
813-634-4550 or Rebecca Reynal, 813-260-3543.  

NEW LENTEN WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

He Chose The Nails by Max Lucado. 

Max Lucado explores the many gifts that Christ provided to us at his                      

crucifixion. These include not only the gift of the cross, but also the gift of the thorns 

that pierced his brow. The nails that tore his flesh. The seamless robe that he re-

moved for us. The empty tomb where he forever defeated sin and death.   

The hill of the cross is rich with the gifts of God’s grace. These were gifts he didn’t 

have to give. The only required act for our salvation was the shedding of blood, yet 

God did so much more. So, as we unwrap these gifts, we need to pause and listen for 

his voice. As we do, perhaps we will hear him whisper, "I did it just for you." Books 

are $11 and sign up sheet is at the front office. Study starts March 4th and goes 

through April 15th on Mondays from 6:30PM to 7:30 PM. 

Support Groups 



 
See You at the Concert 
At the time this article is being prepared for our 
March Newsletter, we have already seen 1381 people 
enjoy 4 concerts in the first 18 days of February, 
with 2 more February concerts still to come!  

There is a great lineup of March concerts coming 
your way as well. It starts off with a bang on March 
1st when we host RB and the Gang. They will bring 
many of your favorites from the 50s, 60s, 70s & 
Motown eras. Then on March 15, our own Praise & 
Worship team, Broken Together, will present a 
concert in the LEC to benefit scholarships for local, 
deserving college-bound high school seniors. Tickets 
are available from the church office or from local 
Kiwanis members. Seating is limited in the LEC, 
however, so don’t wait too long. Then on March 22 
we have The Farmhands, a nationally recognized 
bluegrass gospel group coming. This will be their 
first time here at UMCSCC, so please show them the 
love! On the last Friday in March, we have Easy 
Reflections returning. They are a local duo 
comprised of Maureen Fitzgerald and Don Larson 
that perform easy listening music from the 50s to the 
90s. You are certain to like the beautiful blend of 
voices as well as their live keyboard and guitar/
mandolin playing.  And last, but not least, we end the  

 

 

month with a Sunday afternoon concert on March 
31. Ring Sarasota, a professional bell choir, under 
the direction of nationally renowned handbell 
composer and arranger Rick Holdsworth, will 
present a beautiful afternoon of music. If you enjoy 
listening to our own bell choirs here in our services, 
you will absolutely love hearing this fine 
professional group. They play at a very high level, 
and will most certainly be a blessing to us.  

Thank you so much for your support of our Thank 
God Its Variety concert series. A lot of work goes on 
behind the scenes involving several staff members, 
lots of volunteer STARS (about 50!) and much time 
and planning. But when we see hundreds of you 
enjoying the wonderful music our guest artists 
present, it makes it all worthwhile. And, more 
importantly, many, many folks come to our church 
for the very first time to hear one of our concert 
offerings, AND they often come back to join us for 
worship on Saturday or Sunday… Praise God! 
Thanks again, and See YOU at the Concert!   

Kevin Goodenow 

 

SOUP’S ON !!! 

Ray and Grace Bibisi, leaders of our Fellowship Team, have launched a very successful “Soup” ministry over 

the last six months.   Each weekend we are providing 30 or more families and up to 20 first time visitors an 

easy, healthy, delicious meal.  The new visitors appreciate the warm welcome and that moment to ask                     

questions.  It’s a pleasure to serve and meet this need! 

If you are willing to be a SOUPER and help sell soup and sweetbreads, we need YOU!!   It will only take a 

few people one hour or so each month to fill the time slots on Sundays and after the Saturday night service as 

well. This is a fun and easy way to serve your church and also to meet some GREAT  folks!  If you are                 

interested in volunteering  or learning more about this fabulous opportunity call Grace (941) 685-1523.  

 

 

GIRL SCOUTS SHAPE THE WORLD 

Girl Scout Troop 33303 is a Brownie Troop. Currently we have 

eight girls in the troop. The girls are in second and third grade. 

We hold our meetings at the church on the first and fourth            

Tuesday of each month from 6:30pm - 8:00pm. We are grateful 

to the church for all the support and allowing us to hold our 

meetings here. 



Epiphany 

Our first Sunday in 2019 was the celebration of the 
Epiphany. Epiphany is celebrated twelve days after 
Christmas. The children were directing the service for 
the celebration in which it remembers the three kings 
visiting Jesus.  It was wonderful to see them do a small 
play reenacting the celebration of the Epiphany. Every 
first Sunday of the month, we also remember The Last 
Supper. Everyone is invited with an open heart to par-
take in eating the bread and drinking the wine, which 
signifies Jesus blood and his body that died on the cross 
for us. As the congregation came forward to the alter, 
the children were there to pass out the bread and wine. 
The first Sunday of 2019 was a way to remember the 
three kings visiting Jesus and reminded the congrega-
tion he came to the Earth to save us. This was a mo-
ment to start a new beginning by praying for Jesus to 
forgive us for our sins and praying for salvation for our 
families and worshipping him with a song.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Firstfruits 

Every year in January we celebrate the firstfruits.  One 
day of the weekly income is offered to our God the first 
month of the year. The Bible tells us in Proverbs 3:9-
10: “ Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the 
firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be 
filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with 
new wine.” When God’s people pact with the Lord 
great things will come our way, we must believe in His 
blessings.  Moving in faith we bring our firstfruits to 
our Lord and ask in prayer what we need and God will 
give us what He has in store for us.   There was a great 
turn out in church from the big to the small bringing 
their Tithes/Offering and the firstfruits of the year.  
Pastors Roberto and Yamiley Chaple prayed and un-
leashed God’s blessing, the offering, every household, 
blessing their businesses, and employers.  

From Our Hispanic Ministry 



ECHO 

ECHO is the result of the efforts of a United 
Methodist layman from Indiana who took his youth 
group to Haiti in the 1970’s.  In response to the 
abject poverty and hunger they witnessed, he and 
churches in Indiana and Florida formed the 
educational Concern for Haiti Organization.  The 
ECHO farm was established in North Fort Myers, 
Florida, with the gift of seven acres of land by the 
UMC Florida Conference in 1980.  Over the past 50 
years, ECHO has expanded from providing 
agricultural training and seeds in Haiti to resourcing 
3,500 agricultural workers and 12,000 small scale 
farmers in 180 countries. The ECHO farm is divided 
into six tropical areas to develop farming methods 
and seeds.  The farm has a staff of 65, plus interns 
and volunteers who contribute 75,000 hours each 
year.  ECHO is the “Mission of the Month” for 
March. 

 

 

The vision of ECHO is to “honor God by 
empowering the undernourished with sustainable 
hunger solutions.”  ECHO’s mission is to “follow 
Jesus by reducing hunger and improving lives 
worldwide through partnerships that equip people 
with agricultural resources.”  Their statement of 
faith commits ECHO “as followers of Christ we 
should care for the widows and orphans and love 
God and our neighbor as ourselves.” 

For more information about the ECHO farm, please 
contact Shirley Walker, the leader of our Mission 
Team, 813-217-1601, rwalkersouth@aol.com.  Or 
contact Bill Kaster, our ECHO ambassador, 
kaster@earthlink.net  

 

 

Mission of the Month-March 

TIMELY TREASURES 

It's that time again, isn't it?  Here is the Timely Treasures newsletter article for March.  Thanks! 
  
Timely Treasures will be holding our spring sale on Friday, March 29th and Saturday, March 30th, with 
our premium presale again on Thursday evening, March 28th, where for a $10 donation, you'll be able to beat 
the crowds and shop early!  We still need volunteers to help with both the setup and the sale.  We'll be setting 
up Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, March 26th - 28th in the LEC starting at 8:00 in the morning.  You can 
bring your treasures to donate to the shed in the back corner of the parking lot on Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 9:00 - noon.  Contact Hollie Fox at 634-9765 with any questions or to volunteer. 

Here is a summary of how the $49,188 proceeds from last year's sales were used: 

Expenses (storage, table rental, advertising, food, supplies)   $12,957 
Contribution to Annual Operating Fund (10% of sales)   $4,919 
Contribution to Organ Fund       $19,650 
Matching grant to AVL for moving light for sanctuary            $2,263 
Matching grant to Parking Ministry for new golf cart               $2,000 
Kiwanis scholarship                                                           $1,000 
Split cost of new utility trailer with DRT                                 $546 
Boy Scouts summer camp scholarship                                    $500      
Boy Scouts Eagle Scout project                                            $466 
Matching grant for desk for new office                                   $260 
  

As one of our volunteers said, that's a lot of money just from people's junk! 



Contact Us 
The United  

Methodist Church of 
Sun City Center 

1210 Del Webb Blvd W 
Sun City Center 
Florida 33573 

 

813-634-2539 

Monday - Thursday 
8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

 

Friday 
8:30 AM - 12:30 PM 

 

Sunday 
9:30 AM - 12:30 PM 

 

Clergy 
Dr. Charles D. Rentz 

Senior Pastor 
 

Rev. Samuel Rorer 
Sr. Associate Pastor 

 

Rev. Ryan Hall 
Associate Pastor 

 

Rev. Pam DeDea 
Associate Pastor 

 

Pastora Yamiley  
Martinez 

Hispanic Pastor 
 

Rev. Frank McClendon 
Pastor of Visitation 

     8:00 AM   Contemporary, LEC 

 9:00 AM     Traditional, Sanctuary  

   10:00 AM     Contemporary, LEC 

   11:00 AM     Traditional, Sanctuary  

     4:00 PM     Hispanic, LEC 

Sunday Service Times 

Saturday Service Times 
     4:00 PM     Traditional, Sanctuary 

 

Hours: 

Pages of Life is open Monday, Wednesday &             

Friday 9:30AM-2:30PM and Sunday 10AM -

12:30PM  

“The Pages of Life Bookstore” 


