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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Pastor Charlie Rentz 

Scripture of 

the Month 

Now faith  

is the   

substance of 

things hoped for, 

the evidence  

of things  

not seen. 

Hebrews 11:1 

God continues to greatly bless us at 
UMCSCC. My sincere thanks to everyone 
(especially Pat Hill and her team) who 
made the Ministry Fair a huge success! In 
March we welcomed 67 new members 
into our church family! Many of our new 
members recently moved to SCC in 2019 
and immediately found a church family 
and a church home with us! I was 
privileged to baptize (along with Pastora 
Yamiley and Pastor Roberto) 9 small 
children in the Hispanic Service on March 
10th and also welcome 14 new members 
at that service. With each new person who 
becomes a member of our church family, 
we all renew our vows to support 
UMCSCC with our prayers, presence, 
gifts, service and witness. It has been 
exciting to look specifically at The Lord's 
Prayer as we learn to Pray Like Jesus. We 
will complete this sermon series the first 
Sunday in April as we prepare for Holy 
Week and Easter. 
 
This year, Easter comes later than usual. I 
know many of our seasonal residents will 
be returning or have returned home. 
Please follow us online or on Facebook. 
Most every service is Live-Streamed and 
our A/V Specialist, Andy Daley tells me 
that we have around 500 people who are 
watching us every week from home. We 
will have our last two Wednesday evening 
(6:30) Lenten Worship Services on April 
3rd with Amanda Jordan bringing the 
message, and on April 10th with Pastor 
Ryan bringing the message. Our Chancel 
Choir will present their annual Easter 
Cantata on Saturday afternoon during the 
Saturday afternoon worship hour (4pm) on 

April 13th and again at 9am and 11am on 
Palm Sunday (April 14th).  Our Maundy 
Thursday Service of Holy Communion 
will once again be a joint service with our 
Hispanic Congregation on April 18th at 
7pm in the Sanctuary. I will present our 
Good Friday Service of the Shadows at 
5pm and 7pm on April 15th. On Easter 
Sunday, Pastor Ryan will bring the 
Resurrection Message at the (Anglo) 
Sunrise Service (6:30am) and I will bring 
the message at 8, 9, 10 and 11am. Our 
Hispanic Congregation will gather at 
Little Harbor for Sunrise for Worship and 
again at 4pm.  
 
As you can see, this is the busiest and yet 
the most exciting time of the year in the 
life of the church. We are a 
RESURRECTION people. Easter is the 
day when we celebrate our Risen Lord and 
victory over the grave and death. In order 
to truly grasp the full meaning and 
experience of Easter it is vitally important 
that we make that entire journey of the 
passion of Jesus from the beginning of 
Lent through all of the events of Holy 
Week. It is my awesome privilege to be 
your Senior Pastor and to lead UMCSCC 
in this season of Holy Week and Easter. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Charlie 
 



March 12 is kind of a big deal in my family. This year I turned 45 and enjoyed 45 
different birthday surprises from my wife and kids. Something notably absent in 
the birthday celebrations was a remembrance of Charles Cunningham Boycott, 
who shares my birthday, though is perhaps no longer using it on account of death 
in 1897. 

Boycott served as a land agent for John Crichton, 3rd Earl Erne, in County Mayo, 
Ireland. Crichton, like many powerful landowners, employed agents to live on the 
land and to manage the relationships with tenant farmers so the landowners could 
live elsewhere. These agents collected the rents and could evict tenant farmers 
whether they paid the rents or not. The farmers united together to protect them-
selves and things got heated after a disappointing harvest in 1880 when Crichton, 
through Boycott, refused to reduce their rent by 25%. Boycott sent eviction notic-
es for 17 families. 

The people erupted in protest. They went to the estate where Boycott lived and 
convinced the serving staff, the livestock keepers, the telegram and post messen-
gers, the blacksmith—everybody, to leave their jobs. Even the shopkeepers in the 
nearby town stopped serving Boycott. Eventually the UK government intervened, 
sending troops to save what crops remained and to escort Boycott from the property. Similar actions, 
“boycotts”, took place across Ireland, eventually leading to the Land Law and Irish Land Commission. 

I wonder what it was like for Boycott to see his name become a verb. It’s not even about what he did so much 
as what the mob did to him. If your name became a verb, what would it mean? What would it mean, “to 
[insert your name here]”? If Jesus came, to “seek and to save” (Luke 19:10), how does your name-verb fit 
with that call? What would people really be celebrating, as your next birthday rolls around? 

Rev. W. Ryan Hall 
Associate Pastor 

Ryan’s Ramblings 

Timely Treasures 

The 2019 Spring Timely Treasures sale was a great success, resulting in more than $34,000 in proceeds, many 
new friends, and hopefully some first-time visitors at church! 

There are so many people who made this sale the success that it was, from those who generously donated their 
treasures (well, not everything was a treasure), to the over 100 volunteers who put in an estimated 4000 hours    
during Treasure Week, and to those who came shopping for treasures. 

Special thanks to Earl Gall and his delivery teams who emptied 6 offsite storage units at the beginning of the week 
and then turned around and delivered much of it to purchasers at the end!  Ray Bibisi and his kitchen team not  
only prepared a delicious meal to serve to the public on Friday, but also fed the volunteers throughout the week 
and kept us hydrated.  The counting team stayed late every day to count each day’s proceeds so that we could have 
up-to-date numbers throughout the sale.  The Martinez family helped with security - and anything else we needed!  
Other staff, including Karen in the office, who made sign after sign, and J-Mac, whose cleaning job was                      
multiplied on Saturday, were a great help.  Doug Moore & the Parking Ministry kept the traffic flowing.  More 
kudos are due to the many folks who said, “What do you need help with?”, and “Sure, I can do that!”  And finally, 
thanks to the Pastors for putting up with it all! It’s not too early to mark your calendars for the fall sale – Timely 
Treasure Week will be the last week in October, with the sale on Nov. 1 and 2. 



 

 

Online electronic          

giving is a            

convenient,          

consistent way         

to help our  church 

grow! Sign up by  

going to our  

website, 

www.sccumc.com   

and click on the 

online giving         

picture like the one 

at the top of this 

page. Electronic                

contributions can 

be changed or       

discontinued at any 

time. Try it out—

we think you will 

like it! 

 
 
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CHURCH DINNER 
The monthly church dinner is April 9th starting at 
5:30PM.  Tickets are on sale now in the office and 
on the patio on Sundays!  Tickets are $10 per              
person. After-dinner entertainment will be                   
presented by Sun City Center Bluegrass Concert & 
Hoe Down.  You can also come just for the            
entertainment at 6:15PM for a $5 donation at the 
door. 

MENU: Salad, Spare Ribs, Veggie, Potato, Dessert, and Bread 

CHICKEN SOUP FOR HEALTH 

“Soups On” at the Sun City United Methodist Church April 11th at 
10:00AM, LEC, for all who want to see a demo of Church Cook Kirk O. 
making the best soup in town. Ray and Grace Bibisi will share their story, 
and some Chicken Soup for the Soul stories. Of course we’ll have a tasting 
bowl for you, so let us know you’re coming by calling the Church office at 
813- 634-2539. This is the last Health Ministry program of the     season. 

SOUTH BAY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
On Tuesday, April 16th, the South Bay Genealogical Society will meet at the 
United Methodist Church in the Life Enrichment Center (LEC), 1210 W Del 
Webb Blvd, Sun City Center.  We begin at 10:30 am with a Round Table         
Discussion.  That will be followed by a sit-down luncheon at noon, and then the 
main presentation by our guest speaker at 1:00 pm.  This month’s speaker will be 
Drew Smith.  He will be presenting the third part of his DNA lecture, “An           
Introduction to using GEDmatch.”  GEDmatch is a website where you can             
upload your raw DNA data from places you have tested.  You can then compare 
your DNA to results for people who tested with a different company.  The cost is 
$15.00 per person for lunch.  For reservations and information, call Dotty Love 
at 813-634-2749. Mail check to SBGS P.O. Box 5202, Sun City Center, Fl. 
33571. Your check must be received by April 4, 2019.  

HEALTH TEAM STARTS NEW INITIATIVE 

The Health Ministry team would like to announce a new initiative they are 
starting to help our local Emergency Squad.  As many of you know, the           
Emergency Squad has a program to help them when they are called to your 
home.  It involves putting a pill container in the butter compartment of your re-
frigerator with a form filled out listing vital information about you.  It is a very 
handy tool for them to expedite their information gathering while trying to as-
sist you.  For more info please call the Emergency Squad. 

We are going to be collecting old pill containers during the month of November 
(we are starting now to give you time to collect them).  We are only in need of 
3 ½ inch high bottles.   We have a procedure to clean them and if you wish to 
remove the labels you can easily do it by holding a hair dryer on the label for 5-
10 seconds.  If the labels are not removed, we will do it for you.  Please put all 
containers in a clean plastic bag and we will have receptacles in the area be-
tween the two buildings every Sunday in November.  This is certainly a new 
take on recycling, and we hope you will join in our project! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Par for the Chorus 

and the SCC Men’s Chorus 

Friday April 5 

7PM ($10 advance tickets) 

 

UMCSCC Chancel Choir 

Easter Cantata 

Sunday, April 14 

Traditional Services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank Cimino & Friends 

Friday, May 3 

7PM ($5 at the door) 

TGIV EVENTS 

April Movie 
April 12th - free  
3:00PM & 6:00PM 
Charmingly soft-spoken and yet powerfully 
incisive expressing his profound ideals, Fred 
Rogers was a unique presence on television for 
generations. Through interviews of his family 
and colleagues, the life of this would-be pastor is 
explored as a man who found a more important 
calling to provide an oasis for children in a video 
sea of violent bombardment. That proved to be 
his landmark series, Mister Rogers' 
Neighborhood (1968), a show that could gently 
delve into important subjects no other children's 
show would have dared for that time. In doing 
so, Rogers experienced a career where his sweet-
tempered idealism charmed and influenced the 
world whether it be scores of children on TV or 
recalcitrant authorities in government. However, 
that beloved personality also hid Rogers' deep 
self-doubts about himself and occasional 
misjudgments even as he proved a rock of 
understanding in times of tragedy for a world that 
did not always comprehend a man of such noble 
character.  



From the 
Director of Worship Arts 

SPRING is in the air, well, it was last week but this 

morning it was a bit chilly (55 degrees) or as we 

say in Florida, “FREEZING”  But in truth, we can 

already feel the change of season, even if it is a 

little more subtle in Tampa Bay than it is in 

Sheboygan! I guess that one of the ways we know 

its “Spring” is by the fact that hundreds of 

thousands of students are on break.  Around here, 

we might notice the roadways are a little less 

congested for a week due to the lack of school 

buses and parents hauling their kids to school.  Our 

Kai is off next week (the last week in March), and 

he is very excited about being ‘on break’ even 

though, in truth, he loves school.  The Jordans will 

be taking a few days off that week.  By the way and 

since so many of you ask about our other children: 

Wes is home from the military, working part time 

and looking for full-time employment (prayers for 

this, please); Julia is going to college at SCF for 

music and working day care at a local gym 

(“Crunch”); and Izzy is also going to SCF this year 

as a senior in high school and working at Smoothie 

King (I think that’s what it’s called). 

 

So, back to Spring and the idea of ‘Spring 

Cleaning”.  We really haven’t had time to do any of 

this yet at home as it’s really been busy around 

Church, especially with the additional Lenten 

services on Wednesday evenings which are, by the 

way, wonderful.  But the Jordans will really need to 

‘kick it up a notch’ with respect to cleaning and, 

very soon, packing as we are about to move from 

our house in Palmetto a little further south to the 

west side of Bradenton, a move that will be great 

for the kids even though it will be a longer 

commute for Amanda and me to our FAVORITE 

CHURCH FAMILY.  I humbly ask for your 

prayers during this time of transition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And isn’t that what Lent is about as well – Spring 

Cleaning?  Who among us doesn’t need, in the very 

least, to dust out some of the ‘dark’ corners in our 

lives and, more often than we care to believe, 

forgive, mend and rebuild relationships that we 

have allowed to wither?  For me, there’s LOTS of 

cleaning to do, and this is the season of the church 

year that reminds me of the fact that we are all 

broken and, as we call our contemporary praise 

team, we are all BROKEN TOGETHER.  Is there 

someone in your life, maybe more than one 

someone, with whom you need to re-connect or 

whom you need to forgive?  There is for me, and 

I’ll bet there is for you as well.  Let’s be the loving, 

caring and forgiving people that Christ has 

commanded us to be, even if we fall short of His 

perfection. 

 

As always, thanks to all of my wonderful church 

family for your love and support, and an early 

HAPPY EASTER to all! 

 

Soli Deo Gloria  

Jeff 



From Our Ministries 

Care Giver Support Group 
This Support Group is an outreach to all caregivers, whether it 
is caring for a spouse, parent, child, or friends… You are still a 
care giver. We are there for you and you are not alone on this 
journey. We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays each month at 2:00 p.m.         
in room 12. You are important, and we are there to help you with just 
listening, and listening to the needs that you and your special 
person may have. We don’t have all the answers but we are there to 
support you at the meeting and when needed. If you have any questions, 
please call Kit & Sharon Carson, 813-419-4735. 

If you know of someone who might need this support group, please 
invite them to attend. They do not need to be a member of our church or 
any church. 

Never Alone Grief Support 
If you are dealing with loss of a loved one, you are invited to attend this support 
group.  At this time of year, it is particularly difficult to handle our grief alone. 
Please feel free to join us at this monthly meeting, which is held the last Monday 
of the month in room 30 at 1pm. We have some written materials for anyone who 
would like to have them. If you have any questions, please call Elaine Moore, 
813-634-4550 or Rebecca Reynal, 813-260-3543.  

 

Support Groups 

Coffee With The Pastor 

We had a great turnout for Coffee with the Pastors.  This is our current 

membership gathering and info session before Joining Sunday.  About 60 

people joined the pastors and staff for homemade cookies and coffee. 51 

of those people joined our church on March 17 at Joining Sunday.   

Please welcome-  

Sharon  Adkins, Georgene Arthur, Tom Arthur, Nancy Boettcher, 

Tom Bredesen, Miriam Bredesen, Bob Brown, Karl Buffington,                      

David Carson, Sue Carson, Roger Clark, Steve DeDea, Patti Delaney, Jeanne Domonkos, Bernice Dubro, Sally 

Erath,  Marla Gabric, Sandra Ghering, Boyd  Ghering, Luana Goff, Bill Hangen, Bob Haugh, Jane Haugh, 

Carol Hullet, Ed Hullett, Barbara Hultman, Steve Hultman, Roger Lee,   Judy Lee, Dennis Leffin, Kevin 

McGrath, Kim McGrath, Diana Miller, Lowell Miller, Dianna Otis, John Otis, Larry Piechoski, Kathryn              

Prather, Jackie Rhinevault, Paula Riley, Donald Riley, Stephanie Shaw, Pat Shaw, Kathy Siminow, Andrew 

Swaney, Maureen Swaney, Bruce Walker, Terry Walker, Lucille Werkowitz, Eileen Willems 

 

 



 
See You at the Concert 
Whew! In the first three months of the year, we 
hosted 14 concerts here at UMCSCC. That’s almost 
half of the average number of concerts we host each 
year. I hope you’ve enjoyed all of the concerts that 
you attended. Although we will be slowing down the 
pace a bit as we enter the Easter season, you can rest 
assured that the concert sounds will not go silent! 

We begin April with the annual spring concert for 
Par for the Chorus and the Sun City Center Men’s 
Chorus. They will join forces on Friday, April 5th 
for their concert, “Car Tunes Journey”. These two 
Sun City Center men’s choruses joined forces a year 
ago in our sanctuary for their first ever combined 
performance, and it was so successful that they are 
doing it again. The story behind the concert title is 
that a couple of fishing buddies are taking a trip to 
their favorite fishing spot for the first day of fishing 
season. While they’re on the way, they turn on the 
radio to hear their favorite oldies music, and you’re 
along for the ride!  

 

 

Because of our own Easter season worship services, 
the “Car Tunes Journey” concert will be our only 
TGIV series concert during April. But remember that 
our own Chancel Choir will be bringing you the 
annual Easter Cantata on Saturday, April 13th at 
4PM and again on Palm Sunday, April 14th at 9AM 
& 11AM. If you’d like to avoid the crowds on 
Sunday (i.e., finding a parking space within walking 
distance to he church!), please consider coming to 
hear the Cantata on Saturday instead of Sunday! 

Beginning in May, we’ll have one or two concerts 
per month for much of the rest of the year. There are 
many terrific concerts planned for the coming 
months, so stay tuned… and in the meantime, see 
you at the concert! 

Kevin Goodenow 

 

 

  

 

Continue your lenten  

journey with all our               

services leading up to 

Easter Sunday!  Don’t                       

forget to take a handout    

at the announcement                    

tables to invite a friend            

or neighbor!  

Come find Eternal Hope! 



February 14th 

We celebrated el dia de la “Amor y la Amistad” (Love 

and Friendship) known by some as Saint Valentine.  

The ministry “Libre para Amar” (Freed to Love)                   

headed by Felix and Rossana organized this special 

event for the Church’s married couples and those                     

planning to marry.  Also, five couples were recognized 

and presented with certificates for completing their 

seminar “Libre para Amar”. Fifty-five couples from all 

three churches Brandon, Dover, and Sun City Center 

participated in this special event. This was a spiritual 

banquet with a great dinner and two special psalmists 

Jon Montalban and wife Michelle Khury who praised 

God with songs.  It was a great romantic evening filled 

with love and the peace of God. Between praises, Jon 

and Michelle shared the Word of God to bless everyone 

in attendance. Jon and Michelle are a couple that love 

each other, and it was evident while they performed 

during this event titled “Amar en Si Mayor” (To Love 

is Major). Michelle referenced various Bible verses, 

and the take-away of this special evening was her    

prayer to God asking to meet and marry the man her rib 

was taken from.  “So the Lord God caused the man to 

fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he 

took one of the man’s ribs[a] and then closed up the 

place with flesh. 22 Then the Lord God made a woman 

from the rib[b] he had taken out of the man, and he 

brought her to the man.” Genesis 2:21-22.  Michelle’s 

prayer is not one we are accustomed to hear in church, 

or in fact most or none of us had said it before .  Now 

in our prayers we need to include that person our           

children will meet and marry when they get older.    

 

During the event a couple that for many years put off 

getting married decided to marry.  Francisco and Ana 

are a couple that love each dearly and have three             

children in common.  The oldest daughter kept asking 

when will they marry.  Ana is the last of seven siblings 

that was not married and she was very surprised during 

this event that Pastor Yamiley setup the wedding.  

Ana’s brother walked her down the aisle to marry              

Francisco.  Surprised! Yes, Ana was surprised because 

she was not expecting to get married during this event.  

This is pleasing to God.  When God presented Eve to 

Adam in marriage, he exclaimed: “This is now bone of 

my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 

‘woman’ for she was taken out of man.” Genesis 2:23  

From Our Hispanic Ministry 



APRIL MISSION OF THE MONTH—UNITED 
METHODIST CHILDREN’S HOME 

The United Methodist Children’s Home was 
established in 1908 to provide services to orphaned 
children in Florida. The home opened with Mrs. 
H.G. Brooks as the Matron with two children. The 
number quickly grew to fourteen.  Last year the 
Home served 1272 children. 

The basic components of the ministry consist of 
eight programs: 

1. Residential Care-The youth live in a cottage that 
houses eight to ten boys or girls.  Children are 
responsible for cleaning their room, various 
chores, homework, and assisting with the family 
style meals. There is always a set of trained 
house parents on duty to ensure a stable, secure 
home-like atmosphere. 

2. Emergency Shelter Care-This program aims to 
stabilize children who need immediate care to 
prepare them for there next placement. The 
holistic approach to treatment includes 
educational, therapeutic, clinical, spiritual, and 
recreational programs. 

3. Therapeutic Group Home-These homes are 
designed as a more intensive setting for residents 
who need a high level of attention. 

4. Independent Living Program-This home is for 
residents who have aged out of traditional 
programs but for various reasons are not able to 
live successfully on their own in the community.  
The program offers resident advisors to coach 
and mentor. The program offers partial college 

scholarships and emergency assistance to 
alumni. 

5. Legacy Scholars Academy-The program offers a 
rigorous academic curriculum that has a focus on 
social and emotional learning. 

6. Foster Care-Trained foster parents and 
Children’s Home staff assist the children in 
developing basic life skills in a nurturing, family
-oriented environment. 

7. Career Development Program-Integrates 
academic learning with practical skill training. 
Currently, the program includes carpentry, 
cosmetology, and culinary arts. 

8. Early Childhood Education Development Center
-Established in 1980, the program provides 
services to children 6 weeks to 5 years old.  The 
center is accredited by the Council of 
Accreditation, Accredited Professional 
Preschool Learning Environments, and the Gold 
Seal recognition from the Florida Department of 
Children and Families. 

The support of Sun City Center United Methodist 
Church and other churches in our Conference help 
to maintain these programs to provide the necessary 
services to the children in a safe, secure, and 
spiritual environment. 

Thank you for supporting this mission of the Church 
and the Conference. 

 

Mission of the Month-March 
 



Contact Us 
The United  

Methodist Church of 
Sun City Center 

1210 Del Webb Blvd W 
Sun City Center 
Florida 33573 

 

813-634-2539 

Monday - Thursday 
8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

 

Friday 
8:30 AM - 12:30 PM 

 

Sunday 
9:30 AM - 12:30 PM 

 

Clergy 
Dr. Charles D. Rentz 

Senior Pastor 
 

Rev. Samuel Rorer 
Sr. Associate Pastor 

 

Rev. Ryan Hall 
Associate Pastor 

 

Rev. Pam DeDea 
Associate Pastor 

 

Pastora Yamiley  
Martinez 

Hispanic Pastor 
 

Rev. Frank McClendon 
Pastor of Visitation 

     8:00 AM   Contemporary, LEC 

 9:00 AM     Traditional, Sanctuary  

   10:00 AM     Contemporary, LEC 

   11:00 AM     Traditional, Sanctuary  

     4:00 PM     Hispanic, LEC 

Sunday Service Times 

Saturday Service Times 
     4:00 PM     Traditional, Sanctuary 

 

Hours: 

Pages of Life is open Monday, Wednesday &             

Friday 9:30AM-2:30PM and Sunday 10AM -

12:30PM  

“The Pages of Life Bookstore” 


